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_-Y} Je obink it not meet, to 
NN; Pad a commenting "thi | 
(fs of this work, 

ZDl| ho hath been ſo lon s 


precions in the hearts of all 4 


Saints, andfor his Nate pain) 
and piety ſo famous in the Charches 
of Chriff : that bis own o fete 
may praiſe hiw ; in the Gate, thoug 

we be ſilent. Neither ſhall we heed 
( ar uſually men do in their Epiſtles) 
to ſet gloſſes upon the work. thy ſelf 
(if thou weigheſt it with 4 erious 
and impartial ſpirit ) we believe, 
will do it. and ſave ws that labour. 
This only we ſay, thou wilt diſcern 
(as ſome other godly learned , who 
have peruſed it before alſo have 
gone) ſuch a cleer judgement, dexte- 
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To the READER. 
rous aptnef, and pithy plainneſſe 'in 
a «ty 9 fothenh is all 
| bis Anſwers, that thou wilt think 
t hoy ſeeſt the very ſpirit of the Au- 
| thor breathing in every page and 
tine. Now, the Father of lights clear 
all. our minds, that if his bleſſed 
will ſo be, we may think \and judge, 
aud ſpeak and write the ſame thing; 
And the God of all Grace warm onr 
bearts with a love of ſuch truths as 
we doe know, that we may walk in 
the light and power thereof, to the 
praiſe of his Grace, till we all meet 
zn one, and ſee him as heis, and ſo 
be filled with all the fulneſſe of God 
bimſelf for evermore, Amen. 
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The Diſcourſe of ſet-forms of 
PRAYER: 

Or Preface towching the Defini- 

> IT >: tion, and natureof oe [ inſiſt 

EY [2 rot upon ; as not much material 


Fe Bay i the cleering of the (auſe in 
it 15 enongh 1n thus Caſe, to premiſe 


S - 


and . 
what prayer in Generall s, and what ts law- 
full prayer : Prayer ( m generall, compre- 
hending both lawfull and unlawfull) is the 
lifting up (or powring out ) of the Deſires of 
the heart for Drvine bleſſings ;® Divine 
I ſay, that is, forſuch as God only can grove, 
etther for the nature,or kind of the thing gi= 
ven, or for the manner of giving. | 
Lawfull prayer, 1s 4 lifting up (or powring 
out ) of the deſires of the heart unto God, for 
Divine bleſſings, according to his will in th, 
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name of Jeſus (hriit ,"by the help of the 


Spirit of Grace.. 
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CHAP.I. 
The State of the Queſtion, 


F*% ſtating ofthe Queſtion, you give ſix Rules,of 
which I will only touch ſo many, as .do more 
neerly touch upon the Cauſe. | 

In your firſt Rule you ſay,it # not a Prayer,as penned, 
ar printed,but as rehearſed, with underſtanding, feeling 
of wants, bumility, confidence. 

Anſm, Nor isit a prayer as rehearſed, though 
xehearſed with underſtanding, feeling of wants, 
humility, confidence, unleſſe a man therein powre 
out, his own deſires unto God; for 1 may read and 
rehearſe a printed Prayer (ſay one of Davids pro- | 
pheticall prayers againſt the enemies of the 
Church) yea, 1 may read it with underſtanding, 
with feeling ofthe wants of fuch a mercy, an 
alſo with auwility, Cin conſcience of the Chur+ 
ches ufiworthineſſe of ſuch a mercy , and with 

- confidence that God will do for the Church now, 
as David prayed then, &c. Yet this will not' be 
my prayer, unlefſe 1 put up mine own deſires in 
it 3 butabout this there is no queſtion, 
 Anſm.2. Thoughit benot a prayer, as penned 
or printed, yet isa means, and help and formof 
prayer , which cither muſt find a warrant from 


the 
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theWptd, or fall under the breach of the ſecond 
© tytheſſecond Rule you ſay, the controverſſe 5 = / 
ths oy that preſcript form of Prayer in particular, muc 
tefſs of one for ſubſtance of matter, fmly and erroniozs : 
_ But of a preſcript form of prayer in generall, whether it be 
lawfull to uſe any ſet form of prayer at all, though for the 
matter. thereof never ſo ſound and allowable. 

Anſw.. But ſo to put the State 'of the Queſiion, 18 
| indeed, toleade your ſelf and others into tempta- 
tions: for ifit may be' once obtained : that ſome 

reſcript form is lawfull in the General, this in the 
Theory will ſtraight be reduced to this praQtice,to 
_ _perſwade men to zoyn in ſuch a preſcript form of 

prayer as 1s juſtly liable to manifold exceptions, 
zoth for matter and manner. | 

-- Iffuchas were compelled to worſhip the Lord 
before the golden Calves at Danand Berhe!, ſhould 
put the flate of the Queſtion, not of ſuch particular 
Calves, but of Calves, or Cherubims in generall 
(for one form of Cherubuns were like Calves) 
whether it be not lawfull to worſhip the Lord he- 
fore any Cherubims at all ? It may be eaſily. con- 
ceived, what the iſſue would be, the Queſtion ad- 
mitteth the lawfulneſſt of fome Cherubims in Ge- - 
nerall ( which is out - of queſtion.) The praQtice 
will conclude the lawfulneſſe of Feroboams Calves 
in particular 3 which was the ſin which made 
Ifrael to fin. ge” 

2. Tour fift Rule acknowledeeth that neither Chriſt 
nor hx Apoſtles, preſcribed any ſet form of prayer, and 
therefore that no preſcript ſorm of prayer or Lyturgie 4 
ſimply neceſſary. | 
| A 4 A nſw: 
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| * Anſw. But this argueth, not only; no neceſſity; | 
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of preſcript forms, but alſo no expediency thereof. 
to the edification of the Church, -unleſſe it might be 
preſumed that there is ſome help or means of Gods 
worſhip expedient to the edification of the 
Church, which never came into the heart. of 
Chriſt and of his Apoſiles to commend unto the 
Church. | | 

In vour ſixet Rule you profeſſe, you never beld it law- 
fu?, totye any mans ſelfe, or to be tyed alwayes to a ſet 
form of Prayer : as knowing that our requeſts are 10 be 
framed according to the preſent neceſſity and occaſion, 

Anſw. But by the fame reaſon, neither will it 
belawfull to be tyed at any time to an ordinary 
uſe of any ſet form of prayer at all: for there is no 
change of time wherein the Church hath not ſome 
ſpeciall occaſion to change their Petitions, either 
by adding ſome Petitions more than formerly were 
ncedfull, or by taking away ſome Petitions which 
were formerly needfull ſit may be at the laſt meet- 
ing ) which are not needfull now: And look upon 
what grounds it may be lawfull to tye others, or 
to be tyed by them, to a ſet forme to day, upon the 
ſame grounds it will be as lawful totye them, and 
to be tyed by them to morrow, the next Saboth 
as well as this,” and the thixd Saboth as well as 
both; and all Saboths as well as ſome. | 

If tying to ſet forms be lawfull, and thought ex- 
pedient, for uni'ormity in Gods worſhip one days 
the ſame uniſormity 1s as expedient to be attended 
toin every Saboth, as in one: or if tying to ſet 
forms be requiſite to ſupply the defets of the 
|< of ignorant Miniſters, then thereby a cloak is 

ade for the covering and ſheltering of1gnorant 

| _ _ Miniſters 5 
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A | Diſcomſe of ſet forms of Prayer 


who had. more. fieed. to be ſhouldred 


Mimſters : who had. rec 
eediy ut of the Church, than to be ſheltered 
ein © 


t eday to an end. And beſides, if ſuch 
ſet forms eſcribed for the ſuccour of ignorant 


 Minifters, then ſuch Miniſters as have reteived 


the giſt of payer. have no need at any time, nor 

uſe of preſcribed and ſet forms of prayer at all. 
Obje&. And if it be ſaid that it s not intended, to 

make it lawfull at any time, to tye or to betyedto a ſet 


. form of Prayer, ſo as tooffer up no more, nor fewer 


Petitions than what are preſcribed in the Book, but only 
fo warrant the lawfullneſſe of ſame ſet ſorms of Prayer ſot 


} ſome occaſions. 


RO 


Anſw. 1t may be juſtly demanded, whether the 
fame authority which tyeth to a ſet form of prayer, 
for ſuch or ſuch occaſions, may nat as well tye 
to aſet form of prayer for all other occaſions, and 
ifauthority may tye the Church to any fet form of 


Whether a ſet form of prayer ſound, and pertinent, (ov 
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lo Advertiſements pon the © 
the fubflance of the matter, grave and ſimple for the ax-fc 
. derand mariner, not prejudifmg, abridging2or hindering | | 
by the length thereof, the preaching of- the Word ;, may Þ, 
in any ſort be tollerated in the Church, or read by the Þ 
Miniſter in the publique Congr-gation. df 
 -— Incaſe it ſhould be unlawfull fr the Miniſter or the þþ 

Maſter of the Family 15 vead a preſcript form of prayer, 
yet whether it ſhould be unlawfull to be preſent at ſuch &; 
aſſemblies. wm — 
' "Tour Aſertion 4, that aſtinted form of prayer # Iams 
full to be uſed both in publique and private, *c. And 
though it ſhould be ſin in the Miniſter or in the Gover- þ, 
nour ofthe family, yet may the peeple in the Congrega-Þ,; 
tion, and the inferiour in the family be preſent at ſuch 
prayers without ſin or ſcyuple of conſcience? + | 
 Anſw. How far we go along with you intheþh, 
eſtion thus ſtated and where we ſtick, may be 
expreſſcd in theſe particulars. 
Firſt, We grant, a Chriſtian man whether; 
Miniſter, or of private place, may by the gift off 
prayer which he hath received, compile to him: 
{elf a ſet forin of prayer, and may uſe the ſame forÞ 
his prayer, whether in publique or private accor-P' 
ding to his place: yet fo, as not to limit himſelf 
to thoſe words: ſeeing he knoweth not what fur- 
ther occaſion may be given himof inlarging hisþ, 
Petitions, by new occurrences of matters tromſ. 
Gods providence, and by the inlargement ofthe. 
help of Gods Spirit :-nor fo to limithimſelfe as to 
flick long in any ſet form of prayer leaſt it turn in-f;p 
toacuſtomary, andempty form, contrary to theſhy 
watchfullneſſe unto Prayer, which muſt be Req,f 
ligiouſly kept of all growing Chriſtians. _ 
2, A man may giye unto. attother holy = of 

One 


, PF. Diſcourſe of ſet forms of Prayer. - tt 


*$8ons, and rules: for Prayer, and may alſo (ct 
 Hown ſome forms. of prayer as examples of ſuch 
/ Kvules, but not to preſcribe them as ſet forms to 
© Fhetn, to be uſed by them for their Prayers. 
"+3. A man that readeth a form of-Prayer ina 
ook, may be ſo affefted with it, as in the deſires 
Hof bis heart to go along with it, and to uſe it for 
is preſent prayer,as it may thus fall out in reading 
. Þne of Calvrns prayers, printed after his LeQuresz 
Þr ſuchother ke. | | 
4, We deny not, but a man that is affe&ed 
Frith ſome Petitions in a Prayer deviſed by others, 
6 may lawfully make uſe of them, and interſert 
hem ordinarily into his own Prayers 3 But not to 
Fake up an intire form of Prayer deviſed by ano- 
Yher, and to make it his own ordinary form of 
bc Prayer. | e: 
| 5. We grant Magiſtrates or otner Chriſtians 
$nay commend ſome Heads or Petitions to the 
. ®MKChurch according to the preſent ſtate of things 


M-Kwhich the Church as they ſeefit) may preſent 
tOrÞnd commend to God in their Prayers. 

-Or'y . Thus far we conſent, but farther we cafmot gog 
felt but do rather conceive it to be unlawſull. * 

turf x, Toſctapart, and take up a ſet form ofPray- 
 hiSfr, and to ufc it as an ordinary prayer, that which 
rongs deviſed by others, whom God hath not called to 
50g de a mouth to me. 

AS 


2} 2. We conceive it alſo to be unlawfull th bring 
nin ordinarily any other Books, into the publique 
 theworſhip of God, inthe Church, beſides the Book 
 REYof God, and therefore do ſee no more warrant to 

. "Jreadout ofa Prayer-Book, the publique Prayers 
AireJofa Church : then out of a book of Hemilyes to 
ton read 


iz Advertiſements upon the- 1 
read the poblique Sermons of the Miniſters of thel 
Church. OED fo 
3- We account it alike (if not more unlawfullfſp 
for 4ncefors to preſcribe or injoyn ſet forms-« 1 
Prayersto their poſterity, or for one Church'to 
preſcribe ſet forms of Prayer unto another.  Þ} 
4. We hold it in like manner unlawfull, for onffl 4 
Church to receive ſuch ſet forms of Prayer fro 
- another, and to viſe them for their own Prayfy 
Ers. | 6 5 200 W [- 
5. We take it to be unlawful alſo, for the peelſf 
ple of God to joyn ih ſuch prayers, which are {. 
diviſed and preſcribed to be read unto them, and 
to be offered up ini their names, as their prayja 
c 


To apply theſe things more puntually to thq.. 
particular branches ofthe Queſtion, as they are pro 


poſed, and ſtated by you. 

For your firſt branch, we do notmake it a con 
troverſie, whether it be lawſull to make know. 
our deſires ina ſet form of words, in ſuch ſence al 
we gtanted above in our firſt point of conſent}. 
nor do we hold it unlawful] to read a prayer upol: 
abook and therein to expreſſe our deſires in ſuc” 
ſort as we granted in our third point of conſent. Þ 

But neverthelefſe, we do not diſcern it to bi 
lawfull no not in private to uſe ordinarily a ſeſſ; 
form of prayer deviſed by others, nor to read fu 
a prayer out of a book, for the ordinary prayÞ 
er of a mans ſelf much lefſe ofhis Family. P 

For your ſecond Branch, though we neith elf 
deny the uſe of ſet form in private, nor in pub 
I:que, fo it þe compiled by a mans own gilts, or by 
thoſe whom God calleth to be his mouth, A | 

a 
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theſ/- Yet we dare not allow the reading of a ſ=t form 
-- Foſfpublique ye out of a Book penned for the 
ninpurpoſe, and thoſe prayers compiled by the mem- 
Ss wh of one Congregation and impoſed. upon 
hf others. | ; 
4 3- For your third Branch, we for our parts can- 
Onnot juſtific it to be lawfull for to be preſent, either 
rol inthe family or in the congregation where, and 
rayJwhen ſuch preſcript forms are read for the pray- 
 .Fers ofthe company, as to joyn with them, or to 
peGQſcem to-Jjoyn with them in ſuch worſhip. - | 
© 19. But proceed we now to conſider the weight of 
angthe Reaſons which you give for your judgement 
rayJand pradtice, BE ron 


t * 


n - . 
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wed I x 
CHAP, II. 


con | 
Wy. Wherem your firff Reaſon 1s propounded' 
and conſidered, 


WI Hat Form of prayer (ſay you) « jufs and lawful 
nt. | 4 wherein al) id eimial to -MY neca/ſ3- 
o hath required inthe Word of God may be obſerugd: 
a ſelf -- But all things eſentiall to prayer, and neceſſarily re- 
ſuclifuired in the Word of God may be obſerved inread pray-. 
ray, or inapreſcript forme z what 4 required. in holy 

Prayer, more then that the matter be allawable and fit, 
th ei#be manner holy, reverend, faithfull, your hearts laid 
pubPden, and petitions forced with as ſtrong, or ſtranger 
rby& ſon than we are able of our ſelves to prefſs them 

"ith all ; and may not 9 prayer boly and fit for the mat « 

Ya. | | tor 


14 _ Advertiſements upin the 
ter thereof be read with knowledge , feeling ' of owl {; 
wants, earneſineſſe of dur Ho bolineſe;of jHy gs p 
ion, and faith in Gods promiſes, ' _ 
- Anſw. There is more required to a faithfulll y: 
holy prayer, then allowable and fit matter, and ha: 
ly inward manner, in the good. afteftions of thi C 
heart, for an outward holy- manner is requirelf - 
likewiſe, clſc a man might pray to God allowable x} 
and fit petitions before an Image 3 and I deny not 1: 
but that Gad may ſometimes afiſt-a man. in ſuch] g 
prayer withholy manner ofinward gracious aff 
tions : as for inſtance, holy Bilney might find hi 
beart warmed in prayer to Chriſt, when he look'F 
at him as really preſent in the Sacrament, or. elk 
he would never have called fo zealouſly on thu 
people to turnall that adoration of dead Imag 
to the adoration of Chriſt in the bleſſed Sacraz 
ment 3 nevertheleſſe ſuch aprayer was unlawfi 
through a defe&t in the outward manner of it : a 
outward means being called in for help in prayey 
which God had not ſanQtified for that end. Jt 

Let me give you.another inſtance, when the Col t 
rinthians prayed in the Ehurch publiquely, in the 
Spirit, but withall in a ſtrange tongue, their praf: 
ee wanted not allowable and fit matter, nor holy 
inward manner (for they prayed in the ſpirit)ye 
the prayer was unlawful through defect of*an 
outward tioly manner, becauſe it being put up i 
aſtrarige tongue before others, did riot tend to the 
edificationofothers: In the caſe inhand, thoug! 
prayer.upori# Book preſcribed by the authority 
of man may ſometimes be furniſhed with allow: 
able and fit matter, and ſometimes uttered with 
inwird holy affeRtions z - yet fill it will be unlaws 


| Diſconrſe of- ſer forms 'of Prayer. ty 
olf fall'through the defe& ofan outwatd holy mari- 
Jo4 nee. If ſuch apreſcribed book he found (as we 
-} conceive it will ) an Image or help to prayer, de- 
tal yiſed by men, but yot ordained byGod, and ſono 
Gitrer than an Image forbidden in the ſecond 
ti Commandement. 
ret + Piſces I reading the Scriptures, the e6 doth lead 
# the heart, and yer it may be read with judgement, reve- . 
rence, meeknefſs, joy, and why may not the liks afſe- 
wy gions be moved inread prayer ? | | 
ied © Anſw. Reading of Sctiptures is an Ordinance 
ofG6d; and not an Image or imagination of man z 
'Gand' therefore God not only may affiſt and blefſe 
the reading of the Scriptures, with inward good 
dafſe&ions, but is uſually worited fo to do in an 
honeſt and good heart, as delighting to breathin 
{ his own Ordinances : If it could be proved, that 
the reading ofa preſcript form of prayer upon a 
i Book were ah Ordinance- of God fanCtified for 
the edification ofthe Church ( as the readitig of 
I the Scriptures is-): we might ordinarily expe&t 
the like affiſtance and bleſſing inreading of the one 
q as well as of the other 3 the compariſon would be 
J more ſuitable,. ifinſtead of reading the Scriptures, | 
108 were put the reading of Sermons ahd Hofulies in 
yell the Church, for which we find as little warrant as 
al for reading of Prayers; nor can we expect a grea- 
P UF ter bleſſing upon tiie one then upon the other; we 
hq do not deny that read prayer may lead and affett 
ugll the: heart, as may a Sermon read at home: But 
rity then neither is ſuch a read prayer preſcribed by 
OW others, nor ſet part by me as my prayer; no 
TH more than the reading of ſuch a Sermon is my 
aw preaching : which is not becauſe the heart yr 
þk the 


$6 Advertiſements upon the-- Le 1 
the eye are at yariance in ſuch a caſe (as your dil] 
courſe ſpeaketh) but" becauſe God doth not otdis? 
' narily delight to bleſſe the heart with gracious] - 
afſe&ions, when the eyes go a whoring after the 
imaginations and inventi ons of men. &. 6 

Diſc. Aſaph and his Brethren could praiſe God ina! 

form of words, ſet down by the Prophet David ; and if a? 
ſet form of words may he allowed. in thankſgiving! 
(which s one part of prayer) it cannat be condemned in: 

Ftions. | | 
Anſw. We do not deny a ſct-form either of 

Petition or of thankſ-giving appointed by God, 
either to be read or ſung , but we deny that God: 
hath allowed cither the ordinary officers in his: 
Church(whether Prieſts or L-vites in the old Teſta-J] 
ment, or Paſtors and Teachers in the new) to ap-þ 
point ſuch forms of read prayers for the Church, : 
or the Church to take up ſuch forms of read pray»! 
ers from them; God that hath forbidden us to make! 
any graven Image to our ſelves, hath not. forbid-! 
denor limited humſelfto deviſe and preſcribe what! 
forms of worſhip himſelf ſhall ſee for our uſes! 
the pains which are taken to paralell petitions and] 
thankſgiving might have been ſpared z we neither! 
refuſe the forms of the one, nor ofthe other, ſuch” 
as are commended to us of God in his Wordz the! 

eye doth not hinder the affeQtion of the heart in| 

xeading ſuch things as God hath appointed to he! 
xead; he that giveth the Word to be read, can, 


give the affe&ions to, read it withall, and hath Þ 
promiſed fo to do, which the fons of men that 
wreks preſcript forms of prayer to be read can- 
not goe, | | 


Dilc. 
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| , Diſcmiſe of ſur forms of Prayer. if 


 . Diſc. Whatſdever hath the true matrer and form” 


of prayer, #-truly and properly. prayer ;' but a pre-" 
ſcript-form of prayer, ſound, and fit for matter; grave' 
bk \ for manner of penning, read as prayer mith 


hrnow- 
ledge, faith, reverence arid fervency of affeFion,hath 
the true matter and form of prayer. . UE 

Anſw. The Argument doth not conclude 
the Queſtion in hand ; we mightgrant the con- 
clufion without prejudicc td the cauſe, for a 
preſcript form of prayer may have the true 
matter, and eſſential form of prayer, and ſo be 
(for ſubſtance) truly and properly a prayer; 
and yet not every way an acceptable and law- 
full worſhip of God,\ through defe& of ſome 


' Circumſtatices which may pertain to externall 


forme 3 Baptiſme may be properly and truly 
baptiſme, as wanting neither true matter nor 
form, when it is diſpenced by a Minifter of the 
Goſpel to a believer or his feed by the dipping 
or . of water upoh him, In the name of 
the Father, the Sonne and the Holy Ghoſt, and yet 
not every wa a lawfull worlkap of God, if it 


| beadminiſtred inan outward form corrupted 


with the deviſes of men : as with Salt, Cream, 
Spittle, Croſſe, and the like 3 fo is the caſe heres 


4} apreſcript form of prayer -may conſiſt of law- 


full fit petitions, and be delivered with a faith- 
full holy humble ſpirit , and fo be truly and 


. properly prayer, ad yet fall ſhort of ſome rule 
] requiſite to be attended to make 1t a lawtull 


worſhip of God, to wit, if it be offered to God 
in a ſtrange Tongue or before an Image, or by 
the help ofan Image ; ſuch as we conceive a 

| Þ pre» 


| mw p 
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preſcript form of words to be injoyned andim- 
poſed, to be read upon a book for the Prayers | 
of the Church.. | | 
Anſw. 2. 1fby Matter and Form be meant got. 
only Internalt and Eſſential forme 3 but exter- 
niall alſo. Thet we deny that apreſcript form 
of prayex injoyned tobe read upon a Book,. is 
alawfull externall form of prayer 5 no more 
than a preſcript fotm of Homihies is-a law- 
full extexnall forma of preaching 3 Theſe 
Anſwers ſeem to us ſufficient and unavoid- 
able, and we reſt in them but the other 
Anſwers which are alovges by you it 
your Diſcourſe, and much and often beaten up- 
on you, though it was del;vered by one,whoſe 
works YN, 4X in the gates, throughout all 
the Churches ofthe Saints : yet we do not 18+ 
Giſt upon it, as not willing to turn aſide to ut. 
neceſſary diſputes, ſtinted ſet forms we do not 
look at, .as lawfull to them that. need them 3 
but unlarwfull to them that need them not : For 


' though there be a good uſe of the diſtinQion int 


this caſe (as we ſhall ſee anon) yet not in this. 
caſe,where the neceſſity ariſeth not from Gods 
Commandcment, but fromthe ſintull defe& of 
the Creature , fur ſupply whereof God hath 
ordained ſufficient hets other wayes. - 
 Butyet infeply which you make to the An- 
{wer, you give a diſtinQtion hable to the ſame 
exception which your ſelf take againſt that | 
Anſwer :. For that Anſwer conſiſting of a di- | 
finfion ofarditrary and neeeflary help. | 


4 
& 
" 
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_ Io Deſeourſs re3eFeth it as 'a diſliyFion nor 
grounded tipon the Word of God,” which in Divinity 
» (as you ſay) an umpritten tradition; and & this 
diflinfion of your onn any better ? _ 

Helps fay you and ſurtherances in Gods Service, 
are of two forts, fone in nature and uſe, the ſame with 
the true worſhip of God, inſlimred by his highneſſ, 
and theſe are unlawful, —— they are deviſed; 
and others concern the Method, Phrafe of Speech; 
outward manner of celebration, onely as meer cir.um- 
fancer, and theſe are not forbidden. . 
- Adiflindtion ungrounded upon the Word,& 

fono better than an unwritten! tradition, and 
withall, both the p=_ imply a fal-hood ; for 
a prayer which a Miniſter deviſcth for his own, 
} andhis peoples uſe, before the Sermon,is in na- 

ture woe! por. the ſame with the true worſhip of 
. God inflituted by his highneſſe 5 yet it is not 


unlawfull becaule jt is deviſed, for it is deviſed 
by him, whois called of God to deviſe and in- 
dite it, as David did, Pſal. 45. wv. 1. andall the 
reft, and that by help of the Spirit of prayer: 


$ again, on the other part, a preſcribed Homilie 
t 


conſerve the method, phrafe of ſpeech, 
outward manner of celebration, only as a meer 
circumſtance z | yet no Word of Godever al- 
lowed'it to be read for the publick preaching 

ofthe Word unto the people. * 
\ *It is true which the Diſcourſe ſpeaketh of the 
| Method of Sermons, deviſed or ſtudied by ſuch 
as Preach them, there may be ſome liberty, whe- 
ther to preach by doEtrine, reaſonand uſe, or 
ſome other way 3 _— may be ſaid of form : 
2 0! 
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ot Chatechiſmes, Bleſſings, 'and Baptiſmes : But 
the reaſon of this liberty is becauſe we find in 
Scripture ſeverall forms of all theſe, and there- 
fore we Innit or preſcribe no ſet forms to any 3 
Pauls Epiſtle to: the Romans is carried along by 
DoErine, reaſons and uſes, and fo are ſundry 
more of his Epiſtles. But Chriſts Sermon. on the 
| a is G_ in another gs : The A- © 
ſtles Catechife # of one form, Heb. 6. 1, 2. Dae ds 
nah, Pn 9 _—_ 14- The Prieſts —þ | 
fines, were of one form, Numb. 6. 23. to 26. 
Apoſiles Bleſſings of another. 2 Cor. 12. 13. 2 Theſ, 
3. 17, 1. Heb. 13. 20, 21. Jude 24. 25. The forms 
of baprizing did alſo ſometimes vary, ſome uſmg the 
words of our Saviour, Math. 28. 19. Others ano- 
ther form of words, AQts 19. 5. The thing is this, 
where God hath uſed varicty of forms, he lea- 
veth us atliberty to uſe that one formor the 
other 3 But to gather a liberty to preſcribe and 
limit a ſet form of any.of theſe, where God hath 
not limited; 1s to pervert and abuſe the pows 
er ofthe keyes of Chriſts Kingdome : to wit, to 
bind where Chrift looſeth, but your ObjeFion is 
Cas youlſay) anſwered by others, and that 
more fatciy. | bis 

Diſc, That mens invettions in the ſervice of God 
are forbidden in the ſecond Commandement s But 
Bork-Prayer 4 an Irvention ofmen ? 

To this your Diſcourſe replyeth by retorting 
apon a former Anſwer, which we ſaid afore, we 
dd not make uſe ofin this caſe. 

. Youreply again the O6jeGion it (elf is of no 
weight, for by thisreaſon all ſet forms of Cate- 
| chiſmes, 
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we 


' formof words in catec 


ehiſmes , ſtudied Sermong, Interpretations of 
Scripture, diviſions of it into SeFions and Chap- | 
ters, reading one part this week, and another 
the next, conceived prayer it ſelf may be dif- 


allowed. 


Anſw. Touching ſet forms of Catechiſme, we 
do willingly approve diligent attendance to 
the Catec fag of youth, and Novices -in any 
form tending to Edification 3 but to deviſe and 

reſcribe a ſet form of words, wherein all the 
> ns and Anſwers {hall run, and no other z 
ow no warrant for that from Scripture, if 
God would have his poople limited to a ſet. 
izings he would him- 
{elfhave preſcribed ſome ſet form of his own 
inſpiration, which might be defeQive in no- 


; grinciples, nor incommodious in any expreſſi- 


oe 

-2, What though there might be fome colour 
to puta ſet form of words of catechiſme, into 
the mouths of Children and Novices, the better 
to kelp their memory and capacitiesz will it 
therefore argue it to be areaſonable ſervice of 
God,to put a (et form of words and prayers,in- 
to.the mouths of Miniſters to help their memo- 
ries and capacities, 1n powring out their ow; 
and the Churches Petitions unto God. 
Studied Sermons are of another nature, it 1s 
an Ordinance o0f-God that Sermons (ſhould be 
Rudicd,before preached; Fude made it his whole 


', fludy,, T4060 ery to write his Epiſtle , 


Fude 3. How much more ought we to make it 
our whole ſtudy to preach: who are not fo 
, B 3 | mmee 


» Alvenifement; ups the. 


immediately infpired. Solomon gave good heed 
and ſought out to find, and fet ih order fit 
words and matter. for the edification of the 


people, Fecleſe 12. 9, to. and behold lefſe than 
Solomon are Miniſters here, though inreſpett of 


the cleer diſcerning the Myſteries of Chriſt, The 


leaft in the Kingdom of God z gredter than he, Ti- 
mothy is exhorted to give attendance to: read- 
ing, Meditation, DoQtrine, to meditate there- 
on, to give himſelf wholly to them, that his 
profiting thight appear to all : That he'might 
ſhew himſelf «4 page unto God, A work- 
man that needeth not to be aſhamed, x Tim. 4, 
13, 14, 15. with 2 Tim. 2.15, But give me leave 
to fooak without offence : You ſeem to mein 
this point to take too much liberty, in a ſerious 
cauſe to play upon equivocation : Its true, in 


ftudying a Sermon the Preacher uſeth his In-' 


vention and Judgement; and in that ſence 


his Sermon may be called mans Invention: But 


you ate not ignorant, we ſpeak in this cauſe 
of ſuch inventions of men, -as God hath given 
neither Commandement nor direQtion for in 
his Word 3 In which fence a ſtudied Sermon is 


no more a mans Invention, than a ſtudied an-- 
ſwer, which Solomon commendeth as a path'of 
the Righteous, Prov: 15. 28. The like may be 


ſaid of the next inſtance, which is, Interprerat i- 
on' of Scripi(ures, as alſo, a conceived Prayer : 1n- 
terpretation of Scripruye is from a ſpiritual gift, 


which God hath given, akxd commanded tobe. 


uſed for the edification ofhis Church, 1 Cox. 14. 
a5, Nehem 8.8. So15s Prayer conceived —_ 2 
TT ag Ry ſhirt 
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ſpirit and gift ofprayer, which is to be uſed al- 
o and attended to, as a prigcipall part of the 
Miniſteriall office, 1 Cor. 14. 15. As 6. 4. 
OdJ: Ifit be ſaid, but Imay take an Interpretation, 
} or Tranſlation of Scripture from others, and therefore 
. | a formof Prayers from others alſo? 
Anſro, x. There 1sa broad difference betwixt 
an Interpretation of Scripture, as it 1s put for 
tranſlation of Scripture, and read Prayer, for 
reading of Scripture in the Church is an ordi- 
nance of God; io is the reading of it in a tongue 
which the people underſtandeth,aud therefore 
it isan ordinance of God that the Word be read 
in ſome tranſlation. - 

But the reading ofa prayer, for the prayers 
ofthe Church is no ordinance of God,theretore - 
there is not the like ground from the Word ta 
make uſe of Prajer- Booke, to read prayers, as ta 
make uſe of a printed Bible for the reading of 
the Word. | | 

2. Every Miniſter that hath underſtanding 
| of the originall languages wherein the Scripture 


was written, ought to make uſe of his own 
gift in examining the truth ofthe tranſlation 
which he readeth unto the Church, which will 
not be allowed in preſcript Lytwgies : As for 
the diviſion' of Scriptures into Sefions and 
* Chapters, and the reading of ane part this Meck , 
and the other next; 1t 1s certain, diviſion of 
 Ocripture 15antient, even from the times of the 

p? [ Prophets : And evident it is, the whole Scnp- 
ture cannot be read over in one day: And 
therefore it is from God, that ſome diviſions of 


B 4 Scrip- 
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Scriptures be obſerved, according to the varie- 
y of matter therein contained, and diſtinly 

evideth it ſelfe, arid, conſequently it is from 
God, that one part of it be read at this Aſſem- 
bly another at the next, becauſe all cannot be 
read at once, _ 

And yet we know no warrant that one 
Church ſhould preſcribe another, what diyiſi- 
on to make of the Scriptures, or what part of it 
ſhould be read this day, and what the next, 
what God hath leſt ſree let no man, limit. 

Difc. Preaching is commanded of God ; ſo is in- + 
terpretation of Scripture, but phraſe and method of 
Interpretation is of men : The matter ofthe Scripture. 
is the immediate Word of God, but the Word and 
phraſe, which are Veſſels to convey this truth to. 
(T ſpeak of Tranſlations not of the Original, Text ) 
ave humane and not of Godgby immediate inſpiration, 
God commandeth xx to call upon him, both in pub- 
tique and private, but the words in which we ex- 
preſſe our defires, are our own, both in conceived 
and [tinted Prayer. ” 

Anſw, It istrue preaching of the Word and 
the Interpretation of the Word are of God, but 
the phraſe and Method is ofmen, yet ſo of men 
as they haye commandement and warrant from 
God, to preach and interpret the Word ; and 
not in what phraſe and Method pleaſes them- 
felves : nor in fuch words as mans wiſdome 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, ' 
x Gor. 2. 13. Nor ſo from men as that the men of 
one Church may deviſe a ſet form thereof, and 
binde"all megi, as well of other FR as 

s ST Dope Or 9 their 
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. their own, to this or that manner ofphraſe, or 
' Method, the like is to be ſaid of prayer alſo. 


But when your Diſcourſe ſaith, that the words 
wherein we expreſle our deſires are our own 
in conceiyed and ſtinted prayer, you might as 
well have faid, that the words wherein we de- 
liver our Sermons are our own both in con- 
ceived Sermons, ind in ſtinted Hoyplics. 

Diſc. Theſe two kinds of Praver {conceived and 


ſlinted_) agree in their Author, Mnter, Form,Objed, 


end, aug common nature 3 the one is no wnre an In- 
vention of man than the other 4 ſo then deviſed Wor- 
ſhip 7 —_— but yot a worſhip in a form of words 
deviſed, | 

Anſw. And ſo might we ſay ofprayer toGod 
before an Image, and prayer akhout an Image; 
they are two kinds of prayer that agree in 
their Author, matter, form, obje&, end, and 
common nature, yet we cannot fay the one is 
more an inventionof men than the other : As 
deviſed Worſhip is unlawfull, ſo are deviſed 
forms, and means of worſhip unlawfull alſo: of: 
which ſort ſuch ſet forms of words be as are de- 
viſedand compoſed by the officers of one Con- 
gregation, and impoſed upon the brethren of 
another Congregation, for the forms of their 
Prayers. 

Anſw. 2. We cannot ſay(as you do) that ſuch 
conceived and ftinted forms agree in their Au- 
thors, for am not the Author of the matter of 
that prayer which another man compoſed, and 
was the Author of, and is now ſhinted and 
preſcribed to me 3 no more then 1 can be ſaid 
xk | LO, 


26 - Adqviitiſements non the + 
to be the Antthor of that Sermon which atiothee 
man indited. Battyl/zx was not the Authour. of- 
Virgil's Verles. 

Though he reſiteth them as his own , Virgil 
juſtly challengeth his own out of his hand, Hos } 
ego verſicules feci, (Fc. Nor can we fay that | 
ſuch coniceived or flinted fortas agree in their 
form, if by form be meant externall form, it is- 
not the ſame form of walking to walk with 
Crutches;und to walk upright : It 1s not the 
ſame form ofprayer, to 4 with help ofmens- 
inventions, and with fuch helps only as the 
Holy Ghoſt ſupplyeth : which alſo hindereth . 
that they cannot be ſaid to agree in their com-- 

| jon nature $3 The one being alawfull form of 
bl | prayer, the other unlawfull ; And therefore 
| | when your Diſcourſe ſaith, that conceived and 


Qlinted prayer, the one is no more the inventi- 
on of man than the other, we cannot under- 
1 and the truth of that: for in conceived pray- 
I er,the Spirit of God within us teacheth us what" 
Wl to pray. And for that the Ordinance and Word 
| of God is plain, Rom. 8. 26. But in flinted pray- 
er the matter is not ſuggeſied or indited to us by- 
the Spirit of God within us, but preſcribed and 
: poſed upon.us, by the will, wiſdome .and au- 
thority ofmen$s whom the Holy Ghoſt hath 
not called to ſuch a work : as therefore a devi- 
{ed worſhip is unlawful ; fo it is unlawfull to 
wor{hip God in a form of words deviſed by the | 
þ Officers of one Congregation, and preſcribed | 
if and impoſed upon others, 


Diſce 
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Diſc. Nay f faith your Diſtourſe) for ' the form 

ho »# not worſhip, but {wg Mer itn 
vt form, | | 
an As Prayer is Worſhip, fo the formin 

| whichprayer is offered to God, is: Modan, or 
Medium Cultzs, the manner, or mtans, or help' 
of Worſhip: which if it be not warranted,and 
inſtituted of God, it is forbidden in the ſecond 

 Commiantdamem + when God forbad his people. 
to ke je hore In foch a manner, as the Gentiles 
ſerved their gots, he ordained them arule to 
be perpetually obſerved in all ſervice to him, to 
wit, that we ſhoold worſhip him as himſelf 
hath commanded, which the oppoſition infer- 
reth, that his meaning 1$ not oy. with ſuch. 
duties, but in fuch a manner as himſelf hath 
commanded, without adding ought thereto.or , 
taking ought therefrom, Deur: 12.' 30, Jt, 32. 
Now he hath commanded 26 to pray in the ſpirit, 
__. 6. 18. which implies not only with ſuch 
atfe&rons as his Spirit Eendleth and ſtirreth up, 
but alfo with ſach matter and words as his ſp1- 
rit heIpeth us unto : For his Spirit is ſaid to help 
us what to pray, which elſe we ſhould not. 
know, Rom. 8. 28, Now in a flinted preſcri 
form ofprayer, we know what to pray with- 
out the Spirit 3 when we joyn in prayer with 
another who is our mouth to God, though we 
know what to pray by his help, yet it is ſuch 

. an help as the Spirit himſelf hath provided, 
LO TILE | 
Diſc. It followeth in the Diſcourſe, that mens 

ixryentions in'Gods worſhip that be ofthe ſame na- 
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- ture and uſe mith true worſhip, or with: means of 
worſhip ordained by God, be unlawful ; but metbod, 
phraſe, order, of ſpezch deviſed by man, was never 
Judged an invention of man-unlawfull. - | 

Anſw. 1. This hath been alledged, and an- 
{wered before, but this further let me adde 3 
1. That the words imply, that mens inventions 
that be not ofthe ſame nature and uſe with the 
worſhip of God, or with the means thereofare 
lawfull : whereas it is evident that the making. 
of perfume like unto the incenſe of the Taber- 
nacle, though not to the ſame uſe in Gods wor- 
ſhip, but to ſmell at, was rejeft<d of God as ut- 
terly unlawfull, Exod. 30. 33. The making of: 
bke things to the ordinences of God,. or to the 
means of worſhip, though not to the like end, 
but to any religious end, will not be allowedin 
the ſecond Commandement, as Gideons Ephod 
declareth. 

2. Theſe ſet farms of prayer preſcribed to 
the Churches, w< ſe not but that they are of 
the ſame nature,and enjoyned for the ſame uſe, 
for which any forms of prayer in Scripture are 
ordained of God ; and therefore by the verdidt 
of {your Diſcourſe they are umlawfull : For as 
thoſe torms of prayer 1n Scripture: are given of 
God to ſupply the Church with fit matter jfor 
cor petitions, and praiſes upon ſundry occa- 

Ions. 

And for the uſe to the edification of the 
Church: ſo the forms now in queſtion are of 
the like nature, given to the like end, only . 
1njoyned with more (ridtneſſe and ſeverity , 

| | | | which 
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which maketh both their uſe icfle profitable,and 
their burthen more heavy, then Cogs own in- 


ftitutions. 


3- Method, phraſc and order of ſpeech de- 
viſed by men, was judged an unlawfull inven- 
tion by Paul, when ſuch wiſdom of words in 
preaching become not the ſimplicity of the Go- 
pel, 1 Cor. 2. therefore it cannot be ſaid, that 
method, phraſe and order of ſpeech deviſed by 
man, was never judged an unlawfull inventi- 
on; and ſurely method, phraſe, order of ſpeech 
deviſed, and preſcribed by one Congregation 
to another in prayer, .doth as little beſeem li- 
berty and purity of the Goſpel, as the other in 
preaching did ill become the ſimplicity of the 


. Goſpel. 


Diſc. Set prayer is no ſtrange manner of worſhip; 

beceuſe in it all thirgs required 10 the nature of true 
prayer may be obſerved. : 
' Anſw, This hath been anſwered before 
more goeth to the lawfulnefſe of a prayer then 
the nature of true prayer ; defeft in any cir- 
cumfſtance, though but in externall form, ma- 
keth a prayer unlawful. IN 

Diſc. In what method and frame of ſpeech to pray, 
we find nething preſcribed of God in particular 3 
neither do we judge any thing neceſſary, more then 
that order, decency, and edification be regarded, 

Anſw. Be it ſo, but how then ſhall men have 
power to preſcribe to the Churches method 
and form of ſpeech in prayer, when God hath 
preſcribed nothing. The Apoſtles, who had 
the largeſt and higheſt Commiſion od any 

| | Li 


 Aldvimiifements noon the 
| rernours inthe New Teſlpment, yet 
they hadno power toteach, or to prefcribe to 
the Churches any other things then whatChrit 
had commanded them, Matth. 28. 19, 20, Say 


vernours may command fuch and fuch mannct 


not, though no other things, yet Church go- | 


of thoſe thitigs: for theh a further "Comniifion 
muſt be ſhown, where Chriſt gave to his Apo» 
files, or their fucceſibrs power to ordain and- 
preſeribe ſuch and ſuch manner of the admini- 


 rration ofhis holy things, as themſelves ſhould 


ſeegood. —© Ar 
But we never faw any ſuch commiſſion held. 
forth to this day from any colour of Scripture 
light 5 that only place, 1 Cor. 14. 40.  whichis 
alledged in this caſe, is farre off from reaching 
forth any ſuch authority ; for though the place 
doſhew that it is the duty of the Church to ad: 
miniſter al] the holy things of God,in order and. 
decency,and to edification; and to fee that all 
things be ſo carried; yet is doth not give. to 
the Church any ſuch power as to make orders, 
or to ordain forms of decency, or.to deviſe . 
means ofedification, which himſelf hath not- 
ordained; the Church may indeed appoint ſuch 
orders, the negle@ whereof would be difor- 
derly and confuſion, as they may appoint one ' 
Prophet to ſpeak at onces and when another - 
is called to begin, the firſt to hold his peace, þe- 
caufe the negle& hereof would breed confuſi- 
on: The Church may appoint ſuch decencies, 
the negle& whereof would be undecent z as 
for me11 to pray bare-headed, and women ry 
yered, 


= Eo 2 a a ales wo a o* <; 
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vered, becayfe the contrary were uncomely 


dy the light ofnature, and cvill cuftome 3 The 


Church may appoint, and ought to uſe ſuch 
helps and means to edification, as the Lord 
hath inſtituted to that end 3 but if the Church 
pO es the bounds of this power they do at 
once both exceed the bounds of Apoſtolicalt 


authority, and cut ſhort the bounds of Chriſti- 


an liberty. _ 

Diſc. Aſet form of prayer « for f gies and ne- 
tus dgrecable tothe rules of direBion delivered in 
the word of truth, though for nethod and wordit be 
humane, as conceived prayer s. | 

Anſw. A ſet form of prayer;as itis ſet by one 


_ Congregation for another, can find notule of 


direQion, nor any foot-ftep thereof in the 
word of truth. | | 

In ſaying that for method and words, a ſt 
ſorm of prayer is humane, as conceived praycr 
15 $ there isthe like liberty taken of Sophiſtry, 


 inan equuyocation, which was obſerved be- 


fore : for though a conceived Prayer may be 


+ Faid to be humane, as it is conceived and indi- 


tedin the heart of a man, and by man offered as 
worſhip to God (as all other holy duties be in 
this ſenſe humane) yet fuch a conceived praygr 
being indited by the Spirit of God in the heart 
of him that prayeth, arid being expreſly com- 


manded in the Word: it cannot be truly called 

an humane invention, which is only ſpoken of 
- thoſe things as haye neither commandement, 
nor pattern from the Word, in which fenſe we 
called a fet formhumane. | 


Diſc. 


22 _ . Advertiſments #pon the k 
Diſc. If our Byethren diſpair not of the goodneff8 
of their [fer let Kg page ſet 
down what is necefſary and eſſentially required, to 
the nature and being df true Prayer, arg ſhew 
that ſome one or other of them cannot be obſerv- | - 
ed in a ſtinted or Preſcript forme of Prayer, and we 
will readily yeeld unto them; and ſome Reaſon or 
pregnant place of Scripture, ſhall put us tofilence. 
Anſw. We ſee no cauſe to diſpair of the 
goodneſſe of the cauſe, which we conceive is 
not ours but Gods 3 we chooſe rather to be- 
we apa Kr npa of our _ SONAR 
xxly to diſpute for our preſent proceedings 3 
we." "r us hve ſinned oF our Rakann wed 
with our Fathers in worſhipping God after the 
precepts of men, and have as much cauſe to 
Judge our ſclves for it, as-you have: To write | 
a Treatiſe of all the requiſites to true prayer, is - 
nothing to the ſtanding or falling of the Cauſe. 
As hath been ſaid, prayer may be true, and 
have all thoſe things which are neceſſary and 
eſſentially requiſite to true prayer, and yet ſin- 
fully dei e&vein ſome extenall circumſtances: 
It were much more pertinen to write a Trea- 
tiſe of the Second Commandement, whereunto 
the conſideration of the helps and Forms of 
Worſhip doth properly belong 3. & from thence || 
to conſider whether any ſound reaſon at laſt 
(which you Gcfire) may not be inferred againſt 
preſcript Forms: of Prayer. | ; 
Let us therefore confid-r 'topether” of the 
meaning of that Commandement, though not in 
the full Jatitude ofit ( for that were not ſo per- 
| tinent 
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tinent to the Cauſe in hand) 'but ſo far as cons 


cerneth the prefent buſineſle 3 and yet not ſeek- 


_ ing thereby, nor{triving to put youto ſilence, 


but to awaken both our ſelves, and you (ifit 


. be the Will of God ) to repentance. 


The Second Commandement, in forbidding 
Images, forbiddeth not only bodily Images, 
( Graven or Molten, or Painted } but all ſpiri- 
tuall Images alſo 3 which are the Imaginations 
and Inventions of men, whether they be or- 
dained for worlhip ( as Apocrapha Scriptures, 
and the Lawes of men binding the Conſcience ) 
or for helps and means of worſhip ( as ſignifi- 
cant Ceremonies, to teach and fir up to ſpiri- 
tuall Duties ) or finally, for formes, and man- 
ner of worſhip, yet when -we ſpeak of helps 
and means of worſhip invented by Men, and 
forbidden by God, in this Commandement we 


© doe not ſpeak either of naturall or artificiall 


helps to help the natural ſenſe in Gods worthipz 


* (ſuch as Scaffolds be to mens hearing ) nogof 


the helps of Tongues and Arts which the wifſ- 
dome of God hath given for an help to the mind 
and underſtanding in all knowledge : As it 
God commanded the people to read in . his 
Word all their dayes, and to read with under- 


4 fanding the Tranſlation of Scripture into the 


Mother-Tongue of each Nation, isa neceſſary 
help to this end,& the knowledg of granimer,8e 
tongues is a neceflary help to ſuch a tranſlation. 
And ſo if God command the people to joyne 
together, as well in voyce as1n heart, to ſing 
Pſalmes, and to ſing them with underſtanding ; 
ſeeing Pſalmes are a kind ofholy Poetry, even 

C as 
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as Grammar will be a tiecefſary help to tranſlate 
the Pſalmes into Ergliſhy SoPortry will be re> 
quiſite to tranſlate the Engliſh into verſe'; and 
ſuch kind of helps, though they be not expreſly 
commanded by God, yet we look at them as 
warranted by neeceffary conſequence from the 
Word 3 becanfe God, who commanded thr dyu- 
ties of Reading the Scripture, and ſinging of 
Pſalmes, («hd both to be done with underfltand- 
ing)he doth imply a neceſſary warrant of fuch 


means as do —_— and neceſſarily tead-to ' 


thoſe ends, and without which thoſe ends 
(without a miracle ' cannot be otained. * 
We ſpeak therefore of ſuch means and helps 
of wor{hip forbidden in this Commandement, 
tot which do naturally and neceffarily hel 
forward the ſame(though remotely) but of ſuch 
Arbitrary helps, as are voluntarily taken up 
by the wiſdome and will of man for fpirituall 
ends, (as Gideons Ephod and Phariſaicall waſh- 
mgs, and ſuperaddedto thoſe means and helps 
of worſhip; which God hath ſufficiently, yea, 
and abundantly ſupplyed, his Church and peo- 
ple withall, by his Word and Spirit, for all 
fpirituall dutics. EN | 
Neverthelefſt, this diſtinftion of voluntary 
and neceſſary helps, may not be ſtretched fo 
farre, as to juſtifie deviſed and fet forms of 
Prayer, to ſupply the deſeQt of ſinfully igno- 
rant, or careteſly baſhfull people , as cannot 
pray (eſpecially before company) without a 
ok: For; firſt, God would not have ſuch 
perſons (fo finfuly ignorant and OY be 
calle 
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called forth into publique Miniſtry $5 the lame 
and the blind ſhall not come into Sion, into 
Davids Houle, 2 Sam. 5. 8: nor may ſuch ipno- 
rant and lame Chriſtians be admitted to come 
into the publick place iti the Church. 

3. God hathprovided other {ufficient helps 
to ſupply theſe defedts to vrivate Chriſtians * 
for beſides the Spirit of God. ( which helps all 
our infirmities, Rom. 8. 26. ) who ſupplieth 
both the ignorant with knowledge of what, 
arid how to pray, and the baſhfull with power; 
he hath alſo ordained inſtruQtion to help the 
18norant, and trequent exerciſe, and diligent 
Catechiſing of a mans own family, to help his 
baſhfulneſſe in praying before thems and if 
ſtrangers come in, (and they fit to partake in 
ſuch an ordinance) God then offereth him the 
help ofa Chriſtian friend to ſupply his neceſſity 
before ſtrangers 3 and when we ſpeak of form, 
and manner of worſhip deviſed by menz we 
ſpeak not. of ſuch as light ofnature and civill 
cuſtometaketh up for order and decency : but 
ot fuch as are takeri up by the voluntary 
choice of the wiſdome and will of man, either 
for ſuch ends as God hath nt appointed (as 
uniformity in Rites, and conformity to Idola- 
ters) or for ſuch ends, as for which God hath 
provided otherwiſe ; as the Love- feaſts in the 


| Church to maintain brotherly loye, for which 
God ordained the Lords Supper, and feaſts in 


private houſes: or contrary to ſuch ends and 
\ wayes as God hath appointed, as the Chemarines 
to offer incenſe, (a type of Prayer ) to main- 

: C4 faint 
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tain a Praying Miniſtry, without ſacrificing 3 
as a read Liturgic to maintain a reading or 
praying Miniſtry. without.preaching. AA 
It was touched upon before that, when God 

f{orbad us ſuch a manner of worlhip, as Hea- 
thens uſe to their god, and __— that one falſe 
manner of worſhip, eſtabliſheth his own inſti- 
tutions in his Word ( Deut. 12. 30, 31, 32. ) He 

doth thereby evidently condemn under one 
falſe manner of worſhip all other forms or man- 
ners of worſhip, which are not inſtituted in his 
word. Hence conformity to Idolaters in cut- 
ting their hair and: beards is forbidden, Levi. 
I9. 27. Hence preaching in the wiſdome of 
words, (or in carnall eloquence) is forbidden: 


as apainted Image againſt the ſecond Comman-, 


dement, 1 Cor, 21, Hence Prayer towards the 
Eaſt falieth under the ſame reproof : Hence the 


incenſe of Vzx#s, the ſirange fire of Nadab and | 


Abihu; the ftriking of the rock by Moſes in the 
Wilderneſfſe of Sin; . the Love-Feaſts brought 
-into the Lords Supper. | 
And many mere ſuch like forms and man-' 
ners of Gods worſhip are forbidden in the 
Word, as divers trom the rule and pattern held 
forth in the ſecond Commandement, as it is 0+ 
pened and illuſtrated by theſe and ſuch like ex- 
amples in the writings of the Prophets, and 
Apoſtles : we are not ignorant. that there 1s al 
ſo aſinfull form and manner of worfthip which 
is forbidden in the third Commandement, as 
when we worſhip God unreverently, or drou- 
fly, but that is xather Ro. mods colendas, thet 
mods cults, | To 
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To apply then to this Rule and Commande- 
ment of God theſe ſet forms ofPrayer deviſed 
by men, and preſcribed to be read out of a 
Book, kind ſFtaken up by one Church from 
another, as the forms of their worſhip, and the 
helps of their devotion; We find no Comman- 
dement nor Pattern for them in the Word ; 
nor any promiſe for their acceptance; They 
are injoyned for helps,and means of Gods wor- 
ſhip 3 which God hath not ſanCtified, and for 
forms of worthip, which God hath not ac- 
knowledged, and therefore we know not how 
to exculſethem from fin, againſt the true mea- 
ning ofthe ſecond Commandement. 

Obje&. If it be ſaid that it was granted, before 
in ſtating the Queſtion, that in reading a Prayer 
penned by another man ( ſay one of Calvins Prayers 
after hs LeQures) a man may be ſo affeted with it, 
as that hs heart going along therewith, he'may con- 


. vey he own deſires, and Petitions to God in reading 


thereof,and ſa make it hu own Prayer, though de- 
viſed by another, and read out of a Book. 

Anſw. We grant that a man-may make uſe of 
another mans penned Prayers read in private, 
not only for an example, or inſtru&tion how 
to pray ; but alſo occaſionally tor his preſent 
Prayer 3 If he find the Petitions ſutable to his 
preſent occaſions: Yea, we grant further , 
that in caſe one Church {ſhould ſend letters to 
another Church, and in the end thereof ſhould 
conclude with ſome Prayer ſuitable to the ſlate 
ofthe-Church to whom they write : we doubt 
no t but that the Church to whom the letters 


C3 are 


: 3$ 


condition, my 
ſpirit, and in t 
make it their own Prayer. a 


But yet here be two' things different from 4; 


the caſe in hand. 


| Firſt, They that penned ſuch Prayers did 
not preſcribe them as forms of Prayer for the 


brethren to uſe, left them freely to their li- 
bes... 6 "14-7 

' 2. They that take them up occaſionally 
fox their preſent uſe,and make them their Pray- 
ers, they do nat ſet them apart tobe read for 
their ordinary Prayers, cither in publique or in 
priyate,which ſceemeth to us a matter of weigh- 


ty conſideration, and maketh a great difterence | 


in the cauſe in hand to clear it by a familiar in- 
ſtance ; A man paſſing through a burying place 
may ſee a dead mans ſcalp caſt up, and thereby 
take occaſion from the preſent obje& to medi- 
tate (for the preſent ) on his mortality, and to 
prepare for like change: but if he ſhall take up, 
and keep that dead mans ſcalpe in his Cloſet,or 
Bed- chamber, to be an ordinary help to him, 
to-put him in mind daily of his mortality « Now 
in ſo doing he maketh an Image of it, to him- 
ſelf, by ſetting it apart to be anhelp tohimin 
Qods worſhip z which not being fanQtified 
and ſet a part by God for that end, it now he- 


COmes a {in to him againſt the ſecond Comman: | 


dement in the former caſe, he took occaſion to 
fall into a preſent good meditation of mortality, 
by the preſent ſight ofan objeQ of morta liy, 


"— 


$ Advertiſemints upou th | 

are ſent, finding the Petitions ſuitable to theie 
awfully go along therewith in” 

eend ſay 4men thereto, and lo 
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providence, wherein he did well accordingto 
the ſecond Commandement, not to paſſe by fuch 
a paſſage of Gods providence in vain: But in 


*\ the latter caſe in ſetting it a part to bean ordi- 


nary help to him in ſuch meditations, or inzoy- 
ning the ſame to others ; He in ſo doing maketh 


| itto him and them an Image, it not being infſi> 


tuted, or ſanified by God, but deviſed and 
ſet apart by man, for ſuch a ſpirituall end, 
which is forbidden in the ſecond Commande- 
ment, 

If it be ſaid again, when 1 read Prayer and 
find ſome Petitions therein that ſute well with 
my eſtate, I may not only then uſe them for my 
preſent Prayer, but may again and, again 


ordinarily make uſe thereof in my own Pray- 


ors. 

Anſw. We deny not that, but it is one thing 
to take up a Petition, or two, or more, and 
to inſert them here and there into mine own 
Prayers, and. another thing to take up a 
whole intixe prayer, or form of prayer, and 
uſe it ordinarily as mine own 3 ſee the like in_ 
Preaching, I may make uſe of a ſentence or 
two, or more, .here and there out of another 
mans Sermon , and it may be inculcate the 
fame again and againgin many Sermons together 
of my own 3 But I may not theygfore take up 
a whole Sexmon penned by another, and 


| preach it for mine own, though it were never 


lo fit for my Text, and for mine own Congre- 


C 4 2. Whencg 
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Whence alſo-another reaſon (and-in our 
apprehenſion of juſt weight) may be alledged 
againſt the ordinary uſe of ſet forms of Prayers 
deviſed by others. If every Miniſter he to edifie 
the Church by the diſpenſation of Ws own tal- 
lents, and gifts, as well in prayer as in preach- 
ing: Then he may not pray another mans pen- 
ned prayer, no more then preach another mans 
penned Sermon, but the former 1s true, r Cor.12.7, 


AFs 6, 4. Eph. 4. 8. 11, 12,13.thereforethe latter. 


3. Let me adde a third reaſon, If I may 
worſhip God in the congregation with a ſet form 
of prayer, read out of a book, then 1 may bring 


- Into the Church another book beſides the book 


of God, to be read ordinarily for the publique 
edification of the Church : But we know no 
warrant for the uſe ofany book in the Church 
to be read ordinarily jor the publique edificati- 
6n of the Churchz beſides the book of 
God; to bring into the Church any other book 
beſides Gods, 1s hke the bringing in of atiother 
Altar into the Temple of the Lord, an«-ſet it up 
befides the Altay of the Lord: which did in 
time thruſt the Altar of the Lord to ftand behind, 
and give place, and at length to be laid aſide, 
2 Kings 16. 14,15. 1 need not apply it, experi- 
Ence goeth far enough in applying: of it 3 If it 
be an unfan&tified way of dw Bc to fill a 
Sermon with Quotations, Hut of the Books of 


ancient Divines (whom more commonly then 
ſafely they' call Fathers) though the ſentences { 


be godly, and pithy, how much more will it 
be an unſandtified kind of prayer, to make up 
not only many Petitions together, but alſo a 

| whole 


tt 
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whole form of Prayer out of a book, leſſe an- 


cient, and much more offenſive. : 


4. Let me conclude with a fourth reaſon, 
and adde no more in this place, He that ſele- 
Reth a few prayers which in themſelves are 
free from offenſive matter but of a book lyable 
(in the whole bulke ) to many juſt exceptions, 
and withall impoſed by one Church upon ano- 
ther, he doth: really therein hold torth and 
profeſi: his ſubjze&tion (not only to the irregu+ 
tar exerciſe of that authority, whereby it 151n- 


 joyned)bur alfo to the whole order of worthip 


1njoyned in that book 3 * as Paul in practiſing 
(though but ſelcome) a few ceremonies out 
of the book of the Law, did therein hold forth 
and profeſſe his orderly walking according to 
the whole Law, and ms profeſſed ſubjeti on to 
the whole order of worſhip preſcribed by the 
authority of the Law,Afs 21.24.2<.which had it 
not been warranted by God himſelf fora ſeaſon, 
he had doubtleſs thereby ſinned againſt the ſe- 


* cond Commandement, Sincethen the ſecond 


Commandement is ſo many wayes violated by 
reading of a Prayer-book,deviſed andpreſcribed 


- by humane authority, for the publique Prayers 


of the Church, the Lord pardon all our provo- 


. cations ofhis jealouſic by our former ignorance 


in this point,&keep us blamelefſe for after times, 
for his holy name$ſake, in Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 

You know the finnes againſt this Comman- 
dement, do mbre provoke the jealoutic ofthe 
Lord againſt his people, and that for many ge- 
nerations, then the breach of any of the reſt, 
which is the reaſon why the Lord ne = 
ore 


-- 
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fore his people (as a flaming ſword) his jealou- . 
ſie, for a ſan&ion and fence of this Commande- 
ment above the reſt, Exod. 20. 5. And {hall we 
then provoke the Lord to jealouſie, are we 
ſtronger than he ? but let us proceed with our 
Diſcourſe. Es IN; 

Diſc. They tell s (ſay you) God hath not or- 
dained a ſet preſcript worſhip, he hath not indeed 
preſcribed it as neceſſary, but hs Word doth wayant 
it to 29 a5 lawfull. | 

Anſw. Firſt, ſhew us, but one Text of the 
xy ord that doth warrant it as lawſull,any word 
of precept or promiſe, or pattern from the 
Scripture, and we ſhall do as you offer to do, ſit 
down in ſilence. 

Secondly, if God hath not preſcribed a ſet 
form as neceſſary, why is ſuch neceſſity put up- 
on all the Churches, for receiving of it, hath 
the Church power to bind where God looſeth? 

Diſc. Touching the excternall form of- words, in 
which we ſhould profer our Petitions, we know no- 
thing preciſely commanded by the Lord, and there- 
fore judge it a thing meerly indifferent whether our 
requeſts be read or uttered ; whether in a jlimted 
or conceived form of words; neither do we bring 
in any flrange manner of Prayer 3 for in ſubſtance 
the prayer read and conceived # all one, 

Anſw, Firſt, touching the externall form of 
words in prayer, we may know (and muſt 
willingly know what the word hath taught 
us) that the Lord hath commafided ( whether 
Expreſſely or by juſt conſequence, all is one ) : 
Firſt, that as in Preaching, ſo conſequently 
F-20 ates 
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in Prayer, we are to expreſſe our minds in ſuch 


a frame of words, not which mans wiſdome 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, 
1 Cor 4 13, 

Secondly, that we are not to worſhip God 
after the precepts, or patterns of men, but do 
all things aſter the.pattern in the mount, Eſay 
29. 13. Deut, 12. 3O, ZI, 32. Heb. 8.5, | 

Thirdly, tha t we {hould not worſhip God 
_ i1nan Image, deviſed by man, and ſuch are all 
ſet forms of Prayer, deviſed helps of worſhip, 
and preſcribed to be read in the Church of 
Chriſt. | | 

Anſw. 2. But ſuppoſe (as the Diſcourſe preſu- 
meth, that it were athing meerly indifferent, 
whether our requeſts be read, or uttered, whe- 
ther in a tinted or conceived form of words, 
It ſcemeth to us a manifeſ} tranſgreſon of the 
bounds, both of Apoſtolicalj authority, and 
Chriftian liberty, to hring in or take up aform 
of Prayer ſinted and limitted by men, which is 
left to us indiflerent by God 3 nor can we ex- 
cuſe a read prayer preſcribed by men, from a 
ſirange form ofprayer z ſecing no ſuch formis 
read or heardot, in all the Scripture z fo great 
a difference is there betwixt a conceived, and 
a preſcribed read prayer, as is betwixt the fire 

from the Altar and the ſtrange fire 3 the one 1s 
an ordinance of God, the other is an imaging; 
tion Of 1nen. | | 


CHAP, 
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7 here Anſwer 1s returned to Reaſon 
the ſecond, | 


Fit be lawfull to uſe a preſcript ſorm of bleſſing, 
prayer thanks-grving, and baptiſing ſet down in 
the Word of God, Then all preſcript forms of Prayer 
or Liturgy, are not-to be condemned 3 but the former 
appeareth from Numb. 6. 22, 23. Pal. 102. 1. 
Hol. 14. 2, 3. Joel 2.17. D=ut. 5. 10. Pal. 92. 1. 
Ezra. 3.10. Rev. 15.3. 2 Chron. 29. 30. Iſa, 12. 
1. Math. 28. 19. What anſwer do our Brethren t2- 
turn to ths Argument ? 

Anſw. Our anſwer is ready, and plain, juſt 
and ſhort,we deny both the Major Propoſition, 
and the ground of the Minor; for (to ſpeak 
firſt to the former) it doth not follow that pre- 
ſcript form of prayer invented by men islaw- 
full, becauſe a form preſcribed of God is good 
and allowable; the Reaſon whereof is ſound 
and evident 3 though God forbid men to make 
themſclves any Image, or likeneſſe in his wor- 
ſhip, yet he nath not forbidden himſelfe this 
Powe to preſcribe any Image or form to us; 

e appointed his people to make the Cherubims 
to worſhip him before them, both in the Taber- 
nacle and Temple ; but yet when Feroboam 
made to himſelf the like form at Dan and Bethe, 


and 
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and preſcribed therh to the people, it was a ma- 
nifeſt breach of the ſecond Commandement; 
tp: reply doth the Diſcourſer teturn to 
this ? 
Diſc. A meer ſhift (ſay you) inſtead of an an- 
ſwer : for the queſtion 3 not ofth4 oy that form in 
particular, but of a preſcript form in it ſelfe conſid» 
red; the Lords Prayer was indited, or preſcribed by 
our Saviour himſelf, and they yet deny the uſe 
thereof as a prayer, and moſi of the Reaſons which 
they bring, do conclude againſt every ſet form of 
prayer,.as well as againſt any one 3 tha they argus: 
If aſet form of Prayer be lawfull, then a man may 
carry hy prayers in hs poeket ; buy them at the 
Book-binders ſhops, Tc. and doth not ths Reaſon 
diſallow all penned and printed formes as well as 
ours ? 

Anſw. Thus, with one ſudden and blunt 
daſh ofa Pen, a holy and divine truth confirm- 
ed by plentiful evidence of Scripture, and ap- 
plyed generally and frequently by our beſt Di- 
vines againſt Popiſh Images, 1sat once blotted 
out, and wanded aSa ſhift: T ſay no more but 
this : This isa ſpeaking evill ofthe Law; and 
condemning ofthe Law, and that ina higher 
degree than that which is reproved by the 
Apoſtle Fames, Chap. 4. 11. for the Law it ſelf 
in condemning Images, and the imaginations 
of mens deviſing, commandeth and eftablitheth 
_ Images and imaginations ordained by 
God, 

Therefore for you to call ſuch a diftin&tion 
of Images, as is eſtabliſhed by the Law of God, 
| a 
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a meer ſhit, is to make your ſelf ( Pep my 
Jlaitineſſe)ini this caſ=, notan obſerver ofthe 
Faw, but a Judge 3 fo farre will nordinate 
zealeto a way of error tranſport even godly 
minds, oY OR: Ss 
But to ſpeak to the grounds offſuch a cen- 
ſure, though it were granted that the queſtion 
15not of thisor that form of Prayer in particu- 
lar, yet is ofa ſet formdevifed by men,and pre - 
ſcribed to be read out of a book for an ordinary 
Prayer; yea, I might adde further, that. the 
occaſion of the Queſtion in hand, ſpringeth 
from an offence taken at ſome brethren (as jap- 
peareth by the letters ſent to us about this mat- 
ter, by ſundry Reverend godly brethren, and 
ſubſcribed amongſt others, by your own name) 
for their not joyning with others to worſhip 
' God in a common ſiinted Liturgy, known to.be 
deviſed by men, and freſcribed to be read for 
the publique Prayers of all the Churches in the 
Countrey 3 howſoevyer therefore the queſtion 
be reduced by your Diſcourſes ab Hypotbeſi, ad 
Theſin ( & by lawfull rules of diſpute ſo may be) 


yet 1t iS againſt the rule MsmtPeryti tis ame 


-yvo4uC, 10 to palliate the matter,3s to draw the 
queſtion ahoye the kind, and- occaſion of the 
quethen, you may upon occafion of one pre- 
cript form of Prayer deviſed by men, put the 
rage of any preſcript form of Prayer devi- 
ed by men 3 but it is an utter changing and 
forſaking ofthe cauſe to put off the queſtion in 
hand to forms of Prayer Levifdung preſcribed 
by God; what though ſome that have ſpoken 


or 
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or weittert in this cauſe, have waved _ 
forms of Prayer deviſed by God himſelf ; 
| have uſed ſome arguments, that grafpat more 
than they can hold ? hy: | 
The ſtate of the queſtion muſt not be draw 
to the arguments, but the arguments to the ſtate 
ofthe queſtion ; Itis true, ſome have doubted, 
and ſome have denyed the ufe of the Lords 
Prayer (as it is called) for a Prayer, but they 
would never haye denyed it or doubted of it, if 
they had. thought it ad been preſcribed by 
Chriſt for a Prayer : But howſoever{ not to 
ſpend words and time in vain) we for our yarts 
{1 ſpeak for the motFpart) do grant it may be 
kwfull to pray thut very Prayer, in the 
words, and yet this-will not at all prejudice 
the cauſe in hand, to juftifie Prayers in a Book 
compoſed by men, and impoſed by one Church 
upon another. | T7 
_  Nevertheleſſe, that Argurtient againſt ſuch 
Prayers which are ferched Nom the Topicksof 
the Pocket, or of the Book-binders Shops, we 
neither uſe, nor allow, they which uſe them 
_y clear their own intentions and drift itt 
nem. 
Having thes cleared the denyall ofthe Ma- 
Jjot Propoſition, we do as juftlly deny the 
ground of the Minor, for though it do appear 
from Scripture, that ſome forms of Prayer, or 
bleſſing, or baptizing, or thankſgiving deviſed 
by God, were ſometimes uſed by godly mert 


(and it was lawfull-for them ſo to do) yep we 


denycthat which was the ground of the _ 
hat 
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that Godin his Word did ſet down afly Pre- : 


ſcript formofany of theſe : Preſcript [I ſay ) 


In ſuch a ſence as in this Queſtion is ihtended 5 
to wit, preciſely injoyning the uſe thereofin'h 
all their publique holy Afſemblies : nor will any * 


of the Scriptures alledged reach that ; in Numb, 


6. 22, 23. The Prieſts are dire&ted to a form of 
bleſing : But that they uſed that and not other 
forms, doth not appear : It is evident that the 
Apoſtles uſed divers other forms, as hath been 
{hewed above, in Pſal. 22. 1. there is. no pre- 
{cribing of a form of words at all, only Chil 
uſed the ſame words, with a little variance up- 
on the like occaſſion, on the Croſſe, or if you 


urge the title of the Pſalms, from Juni his Þ 
notes, as if the Pſalm were appointed to be. Þ 
ſung every morning by break of day : Bear? 


with us if we rather fetch the meaning of theſe, 
words FIW ent from the Pſalm it. 


ſelf, verf. 19. where the-Prophet alluding to * 


TL We Hr 


mN9 N calleth the Lord TIO my firength-\ 


haften t o help me, the words therefore inthe. 
title hold forth no more but the Argument of- © 
the Pſalm = Io oy for ſpeedy help-? 
a Pſalmof David, In Pſalm 102. 1. the Title: ! 
ſheweth what an aMiRed ſoul in ſuch a. caſe * 
did pray ; but doth not preſcribe all aflicted:. 
ſoules to powre out the ſame torm of words in 

their affli tions. Hoſea 14. 2,3. The Prophet di- + 
reReth them to take words to.themſelves, to * 
ſuch a purpoſe : But whether. the ſelf ſame » 
words, or {ome other ſuch like, he doth net 1i- : 
mit or preſcribe: The bke may be faid of Foel.  : 


Is 17. 
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I, 17. Deut.-5, 10s. hath fiothing: ſounding to- 
wards the point in-hand.1 ppoln it 15 mifwrit- 
ten by the errqur of the Scribe. In Pſal.g2. i.the 


0. Pfalmis penned. for the Sabbath, but whether 


fx a word of inftrution for the Sabbath; or 


tor thankſgiving. onthe Sabbath it is not men- 


tioned, wwe willinglygrant it was penned for 
both 3 But neverthicleſſe,it was not preſcribed 
every Sabbath day to be ſung. In Ezra 3. 10. it 
doth appear, as alſo 2 Chron: 29. 30. That they 
as" God with the words of David and after 

is Ordinance :. But his Ordinance and words 
were appointed by God, 2 Chron, 29. 25. . And 
yet not fo preſcribed to be uſed as. never to be 
omitted3- In Rev. 15.3. when it is faid, they 


& ſung the Song of Moſes the ſervant of God, and 
4 the Songofthe Lamb; 1t 1s only meant , they 


raiſed God with Pſalms. to the like effet as 
at of Moſes not with the ſame words, much 
leſſe upon preſcript. Iſa. 12. 1. It is propheſied 
the Church ſhall praiſe God to ſach a purpoſe 
as. theſe words hold forth : But whether in 
theſe very words, is uncertain, certain it is , 
they ate not ſo preſcribed to do 3. but left at 
liberty.” In Marth. 29. 19. the place is miſwrit- 
ten, as before; _ ITY rn 
Diſc. But it ſkfficeth 5 that theſe forms of Ble[- 


| Fong and Proyer, might lawfully be uſed as a bleſſing, 


or Prayer, though in conſcience they were not war 


; * ſarily.tyed to the uſs of them: The lawfull, not the 
| mecefſary uſe of a preſerip form of prayer (or liber- 
4 9) 4 now m queſtion 


jon 3 for if the Saints in former - 


| times might pray unto God, or praiſe him ina ſlinted | 
D form . 
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form of: mords, : indited by others, or .invented by 
themſelves (as we find they might and did) we al - 
ſo at thx day. do'tbe ſame. | | | 

 Anſm, We:deny not that forms of Prayeratd 
bleſings:indited.by the. Holy Ghoſt in Scrip- 
ture, may be lawfully fo uſed, but we deny that 
they were preſcribed, or limited to be fo uſed, 
but fill the Church left at liberty to uſe them, 


or-ſome. other holy ſorms in. their ſtead 3 and 
therefore when the Diſcourſe ſaith. the lawfull, - - 


not the neceſſary uſe of a preſcript form,is now 


inqueſtion, you make. the queſtion to imply a. 


contradietion::. for a preſcript torm is put upon 
the Churches, as neceſſary to be uſed in all pub- 
 liquehdaly aſſemblies, elſe it 15 not.a farmpre- 
{cribed, but deſcribed only. p 


Diſc, But ( faith the:Drſcourſer ) if they will. 


hear with patience, the: conſequence 6 fthat argue 


ment, The uſe of a deviſed, and ' preſcribed farm of 


prayer will be juſtified from their own ground 3 ſor 
they teach that God hath not appointed in.ba Word 
any preſcript form, which of necaf]ity we avenyed to 
iſe at all 3 that the matter of our prayers are'divuers, 
according to the ſeveral occaſions, which-h 


and fall out 3 that the Inmard frame 4 the &levati- 


on of the ſoul to God, in humility, love, fear and. con- 
fidence 5 from which premiſes it wili necefſatily-fol- 


law, ifone godly forme of prayer may be uſed, ano-.. 


ther alſo fit for matter, grave-for phraſe of ſpeech, 
may be allswed, for none-# abſolutely commanded. 


Anſw. The contrary concluſion dothrather: 
follow from the premiſes3- for ifnone be abſo + 
lutely commanded by God, then none ought - | 
| c 
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be commanded or preſcribed by men; what 
God hath left free in his worſhip, let no man 
limitz To what: Church did God-ever give 

wer tobind where himſelf loofeth? And 
tit be unlawfull for Church Governours to 
bind where God looſeth, it will be unlaw- 
full for the people fo deeply to offend the con- 
{ſcience of their Governours, as to build them 
up, or to harden them in their ſins, by ready 
ſubjeion to ſuch injunftions, and ſerious and 


_ zealous pleading for them : -How: mach ſafer 


were it tor the people of God,to ſtand faſt in the 
liberty which Chriſt hath purchaſed for them; 
inaccepting-no other yoke of ordinances, nor 
forms of worſhip, then himſelt hath put upon 
them ? that ſo Church Goyernours might con- 
tain themſelves within the power in Church af- 
fairs, wherein the Lord hath contained him- 
ſelfe throughout the Scriptures3 when ſhall it 
once be that the ſervants of God will learn to 
be wiſe, andteach others to bewile, not above 
that which is written, but according to it, that 
ſoan end might be put atlerigth to the inventi- 
ons and 3nnovations of the fons of men,where- 
by they. take upon themſelves an uſurpation 
beyond the bounds of Apoſtolicall Authority, 
and put upon the people: an unjuſt reſtraint of 
the bounds of their x 24 bought Chriſtian li- 
berty ? q: | 

- Diſc. The ufeaf a prof cript form of prayer '(or 
Liturgy) derogateth (as ſome ſay} from the honour, 


' fruit and benefit of Chrifts aſcention 3 who aſcen- 
ding up on high, hath given gifis to men for the 
_— D 2 Tpork, 
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workofthe Miniſtry, Eph. 4.8. Let it be granted : 


that every. particular Miniſter # able ſo full and 

ample manner tall times to, open hs heart before. 
' God (which cen never be proved) as that he ſhall 
not need tho-help of. a books Is there no warrant 
therafre for sthers to preſcribe, or for themſelves to 
read or ne ſtinted prayer 3 why not ? an able Mi- 
niſter hath diſcretion to know what portion of Scrip»' 
ture 4 fit to be read 3 Hath the Church then no pow- 
&r to appoint wh.it Books and Chapters ſhall ordina-: 
rily be read 3+ or bath a Miniſter no warrant to 
obſerve that appointment ® A learned Linguiſ# 
2 abls to tranſlate a Ghapter- in the old or new 
Eſtament, peradventure as well as it # tranſlated , 
may not the Church yet ordain one uſually to be 
read? 

_L.er our bretbren judge the fIrength of their Rea- 
(on, in one framed after the ſame munner 3 If a Mi- 
niſter be indued with gifts to judge what portion of 
Scriptures meet to be read, then # there no warrant 
for another to preſcribe, nor for them to read ſtinted 
portions of Scripture preſcribed by 'men 3 pray- 
&r is a part of Gods worſhip , ſo is reading 


of Scripture 3 the externall form of words are ' 


humane , ſo is the preſcription of ſuch a Book or 
Chapter. . 
Anſw. The Reaſon is of more weight againſt 
preſcript forms; then will ſo eaſily be caſt off, at 
leaſt to our beſt apprehenſions ; For if the Loxd 
Feſus by his aſcention hath ' given ſufficient 
furniture of gifts to the Miniſters of his Church 
far prayer, as well as for preaching For the 


whole work of the Miniſtry, for the —_ | 
© - 
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of the Church, For the perfeQing of the Saints 
unto the fulneſſe of the,flature of the age of 
Chriſt 3 Then it is diſhonourable unto Gif, 
and ſuperfluous for the Goyernours of the 
Church, to preſcribe unto Miniſters ſet forms 
of Prayer in Liturgies, any more than ſet forms 
of preaching in Homilies 3 If Chriſt hath not 
gifted them as ſufficient for the one as for the 
other, it doth indeed derogate from the honour 
and fruit of his aſcention 3 ifhe haye, then it is 
ſuperfluous for Church governours, Afum Age- 
re, even as much as to tie bladders under the 
' wings of Sea-fowls to keep them from ſinking, 
ar to help them to ſwim; Itis true that every 

ood Minifter is not able aj all times to open his 
Peart to God in Prayer, but neither is he able at 
all times to open the mind of God in preaching, 
but ifhe be not able to do both without book, 
neither will he be able to do either upon a book 
preſcribed to him; Ihave known a Miniſter to 
edific the people more by ſilence in the Pulpit 
through ſtrength of temptation, then ever 1 
knew any do by reading a Homily upon the 
Book. | 

If an able Miniſter haye diſcretion to know 
what portion of Scripture is fit to be read, to 
what end ſhould the Church appoint him what 
Books and Chapter to read ordinarily 3 It is a 
commendable work in any ſtate to procure a 
faithfull tranſlation of the Bible to be extant in 
the mother tongue of each p*-ople under their 
Gominigns, for the common benefit of them all, 
And we do eaſily grant a Miniſter {though - 

£2 | : 
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be alearned Linguift) hath fiberty not onely 
to make uſe of it inhis private ſtudies, but Al 
to make uſe of it itn the Congregation ; {for 
ſeeing reading of Scripture.isan ordinance of 
God; yea', and reading of it in} the mother 
tongue of each people, it will beſtagree with 
the edification of each people, to read it out of 
fuch a book as is frequent and currant in all 
their hands. EO Ns i | | 
But .y&t the Church may not ſo bind him to 
ſuch a tranſlation, as not to give him leave to 
amendit, if necdbe; and he be able : And 
beſides, this will no way reach the binding of 
Miniſters to aſct form of Prayer upon a book: 
ſeeing reading of Prayers in the Church, as 
Prayers, is not any ordinance of God 3 as all 
the reading of tranſlated Scriptures be = 
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CHAP. IV. 
Anſwering to the third Reaſon, 


Diſc. JF Fitbe lawfull to ſing Pſatmes inaform of - 
. words deviſed by men, then likewiſe to 
pray unts God in a ſtinted forme 3 Ifthe one of theſe 
bs an invention of men a ſtrange prayer; a ſimili- 
= of a prayer: ſo 4 the other a ſimilitude of @ 
ſalm, 
Anſw. Firſt, the ſinging of Pſalms {whereof 
you ſpeak) in a form of words deviſed by men, 
; may have a double meaning: for either you 
mean ſuch Ffalms as are compiled by ordinary 
MEN, or elſe Pſalms penned by the Prophets ; 
but tranſlated by ordinary men into Engliſh 
verſe, to he fung in the Churches; If you ſpeak 
of the former, then this 1s our firſt anſwer : 
1. We ſce as little warrant for {ſinging Apocrypbe 
Pſalms in the Church, as for praying preſcript 
Eytugies of men in the Church : and tor both 
together, as little warrant as for reading Apo- 
ciypha Scriptures in the Church but it you 
ſpeak of the latter, then our ſecond anſwer is 
th1s. \ 
2, There is an obſeryable difference between 
ſinging of Pſalms and Prayer; as alſo, be- 
tween the Pſalms penned by the Prophets, and 
by other ordinary menzfor in the peoples joyn- 
D 4 ng 
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ing in prayer, there isno more required but 
their going along in ſilence, with conſent of 
the heart, and in the end of the prayer, expreſl- 
ſing their conſent in-voyce, by ſaying, Amen, 
1 Corinth, 14.15. But in finging of Pſalms, all 
the people of God (as.ſpiritual Prieſts) do ing 
with voyce together, according to [ſz. 52.8. 
which putteth-a neceſſity upon. a ſet formof 
Pſalms, «ſc one {hould ſing one thing,andano- 
ther another thing, which would: inſtead of 
. harmony,-breed confuſion 3. but there is no'ne- 
cefiity of a ſet torm of Prayer ; for ifthe words 
\ of the, Miniſters prayers. be underſlood of the 
people, they go along & joyn withjhim in ſilent 
conſent, as well in aform conceived for the 
preſent occaſion ; as in a ſet form of words, 
whereunta they have been accuſtomed: beſides K 
the Pllms penned by the Prophets (as by Da- | 
vidand the reſt) being of divine inſpiration, 
and part of the holy word of God (which we 
_ are commanded {hould dwell in us plenteouſly, 
and wherewith we are to teach and admoniſh 
- bur ſelves and one another, by the ſinging of 
them unto the Lord .). we have therefore a 
lawfull warrant, tofing ſuch Pſalms; even in 
ſuch a form of words,as they are tranſlated into 
by men; when yet we hayenot the like war- 
rant to pray the torms of Prayer deviſed by or- 
dinary men, which are 10t of divine inſpirati- 
On, but of humane invention and injunction. 
Pſalms and Scripture tranſlated are tilt as truly 
the Word of God inthe tranſiation, as in the 
- vriginall Janguage, | - Z 
| 11Cy 
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Diſc, Bur (ſay you) Ifa man be diſpoſed to rea- 
fon againſt the ſrnging of Pſalms, he may a (great 


deal more plauſibly argue that the infancy of the 


Church when God (aw a ſet form to be neceſſary 3 


. he inſpired holy men 19 pen ſuch as might be of uſe 
. for that time, when ſuch worſhip was epproved 3 
«nd therefore ſeeing at thy day, no ſuch forms are gi- 


ven 24 of God, they ave not to be allowed. 

Anſry, Such an argument though you think 
it were plauſible, yet indeed itis lefſe defence- 
able z for the truth is, ſet forms: of Pſalms are 


. as neceſſary now, as they were then; for ſee- 


ing it 15-neceſſary that all the people ſhould 
Joyn in voyce as well as in heart, in'the ſinging 
of Pſalms. It is therefore neceſſary they ſhould 
know before-hand the ſame-ct form of words 
In which they: ſhould all joyn; and ſeeing a 


+ ſet form of words in Pfalms is neceſſary,it 


pleaſed the Lord to deviſe himſelfto our hands 
a ſet form of them by his holy Prophets 3 who 


_ .. being cairied by the Holy Ghoſt, farre above 


humane infirmity and poſſibility oferring they 
have ſet down ſuch forms as were fit. not only 
for the infancy of the Church, but for the 
publique uſe of all Churches in all ages , and 
for all occaſions, which cannot be ſaid of any 
compilements de vifed by ordinary men. 
Diic. But (fay you) a ſet form of words s as 
neceſſary in preaching, and publique prayers , as in 


ſinging 3 this or that form # neceſſary in neither 3 


a ſet form is neceſſary in both, the people cannot ſmg 
with the Miniſter, unleſſe what is ſung be repreſen- 
ted tothem-in a ſet form of words » nor can they 
19n in prayer, oy attend to the word rs. 
ee 
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leſs the matter of praying or preaching be conveyed [| 


to themin a ſet form of words, 

Anſw. You confound a form of words un- 
derfiood and a ſet form : it is true, no man can 
joyn in prayer, or attend unto the Word prea- 
ched,unlefi= the matter of prayer or preaching 
be conveyedin a form of words underſtood; 
but yet without a ſet form of words they may , 
the words being delivered ina known tongue; 
By ſct forms we underſtand ftanding forms , 
fuch as come to be uſed again and again, day 


by day in the ſame words; common fence ma- / 


keth it eyident,” men may joyn in prayer, and 
attend to the Word preached, as well in a new 
form of words, according to the preſent occa- 


ſion, which he never heard before, as ina ſet 


form which he heareth every day. 
Diſc. But you demand, Is a Miniſter able to ex- 


preſſe the neceſſinies of the people, or the dofivine of 


ſatvation in a form of words deviſed and ſtudied by 


himſelfe ? and is he not able by meditation and flu- 


dy ,to diate, and compoſe a Pſalm to be ſung by the 
people, as occaſion requireth? and if ſo, is not a 
flinted form of ſinging deviſed by men, an avbitrary 
belp to him, and ſo forbidden. 

Anſw. 2. Many a good Miniſter that is able 
to exprefſſe the neceſſities ofthe people, or the 
doctrine of ſalvation, in a form of words devi- 
ſed and ſtudied by himſelf: is not able ſoto di- 
tate and compoie a Pſalm to be ſung by the 
yoople each ſeveral occaſion, no, though he 

ould meditate and ſtudy hard for it : Poetry 
1snot every good Scholars faculty ; nor the 


penaing 
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arr of holy Pſalms the Skill of every good 
ſiniſter : nor isit +> wy that it ſhould, For 
ſeeing the Holy Ghoſthath already diQated and 
compoſed to our Winds divers forms of Pfatms 
for all occaſions, it would be ſuperfluous for 
Miniſters to take up their meditations atid tu- 
dics, about the inventing other fortns, though 
thay had giſts fit forit': gnd therefore if ſuch 
as have the $kilf to pen Plaltns, do nevertheleſs 
ſing the forms of Pfalms fet arid compoſed by 
Dav id, and other Prophets: as they cannot be 
ſaid; therein to make” uſe 'of the inyentions of 
men,jbut of Gods mftitations 3* ſo. neither can 
they be faid to fin upon the otherreſpe&,which 
you mention, becauſe they uſe an help to them 
not'neceſſary 3 whereas others that want their 
Skill, do lawfully uſe Davids Pfatms, becaufe 
ſuch an help to then is not arbitrary, but ne- 
ceſſary : no, no, we do not approve of that 
diſtiinQion between arbitrary and neceſſary , 
in that ſenſe, 'to that purpoſe 3 in that 
ſenſe I fay, for I here ſee ou work upoft 
an equivocation in this word. neceflary 3 - For 
there isa double neceſſity ſpoken ofin, this caſe: 
a ſet form of worthip may be ſaid to be neceſſa- 
ry, cither through finfull defeAts in ' men, who 
ſhould be able, Tut are not, to conceive a form 
of worſhip of themſelves, or elſe through the 
nature and condition of the worſhip it ſelfe, 
which cannot be performed, but ina ſet form, 
whatſoever the gifts of men be 3 in this latter 
fenſe, notin the former,is the ſinging of Pſalms 
in a ſet form neceſſary z for unleſſe a Pſalm be 
expreſſed in a ſet form of words, and ſo Yr be- - 
| | Ore 
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voyce (as well as heart) ſinging and praiſing 
God together in the oc 22 2 we admit of 
no neceſſity of any ſet formal prayer (or otner 
worlhip.) inthe former ſenſe : as concerning 
ſuch men unfit to be Miniſters of the. Goſpel as 
want gifts to conceive a prayer according to 
the preſent occaſions byt a ſet form of Plalms 
weallov as neceſſary in the latter ſenſe, asne - 
ceffary (by conſequence) from divine inſlituti- 
on; forifſinging ofPſalms be as it is of divine 
inſtitation ; and if Pſalms be a kind of ſpiritual 
Poetry, and therefore to he put into verſe ; If 
it be alſo of divine inſtitution; that 3ll the pes- 
ple {hould joyn as well in voyce,as in heart, in 
ſinging of Pſalmsz and that in a language 
known, and underſtood by themſelves; then 
it will be requiſite and neceſſary by divine in- 
ſtitutions (for he that inſtituteth the end, infii- 
tuteth the neceſſary means that leadeth tothe 


end) that jn our Engliſh Churches the Pſalms be 


tranſlated into Englifh verſe, or metre 3 and re- 
ceived ofthe Churches ina {et form; that ſo all 
the people may joyn with one yoyce and heart 
to praiſe the Lord together in the ſame words, 
but there is not the ikke neceſſity of a ſet form 
of words. in prayer : For in prayer (as hath 
been ſaid) there 15 no more required ofthe peo- 
ple then when they hear the words of the Mi- 
niſter, to go along with him in heartz and in 
the end of the prayer to anſwer with one ac- 


cord in voyce, Amen. And ſo whatſoever is- 


x<quired ofthe people by divine inſtitution for 
Tn ee re Joyning 


fore the people, all the people each hon * 1 | 
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joynitig in prayer is fully attained; without 2 
ſet form of words in prayer, which cannot be 
attained in ſinging without a ſet form of words 
we rET ſido | R oh f l 

Diſc; It # ſaid of prayer, Chriſt hath given gifts 
robs Miniſters for preaching NEOOE bath hs 


not for the ſinging of Pſalms alſo ? If it be a diſhonour 


ts Chriſt (as ſome affirme_) that they ſhould uſe:a 
form of prayer deviſed by others 3 Is it not a diſho- 
nour likewiſe, if they ſhall uſe a form of ſmging de- 


viſed by others? - -- 


|  Anſw. It hath been anſwered above, that | 


though God hath given gifts to his Miniſters for 


preaching and praying; yet he hath. not given 


to many the gift of inditing Pſalms alſo; atd 


"yet neither is it any diſhonour to Chriſt, \rior- 


{infull de fect in his Miniſters that/ he hath not 
ſo furniſhed them, ſeeing he himſelf hath ſuf- 
ficiently furniſhed them with 3 ſet, forms of 


| Pſalms by the Miniſtry ofhis Prophets,divinely 


inſpired for the ſervice of the Church: and 1t- 
is no diſhonour to Chrift or his Miniſters. that 
they ſhould take up forms of words. deviſed by | 
him for his own worſhip. 3%; 

Diſc. If theye be any ſuch neceſſny. ( of a ſet form 


of Bſalmes ) «5 4 pretended, becauſe ſome Miriiflers © 


are not-enabled o themſelves to furniſh the. hecelſi- 
ties ofthe Church : It ſhould rather exempt them 
from the praGiſe of ſinging Pſalms, they give 1i- - 


" berty to a deviſed form for it © arule in divinity, 


that againſt a general negative precept no particular 
affirmative can be lawfull, unleſſe that particular be 


warranted in Seriptare, &c, But again thy ſup+ = 


doſed 


poſed g merall negative precept, forbidding aft devs. 
fed helps;'-and furtherances in Gods worſhip,there'is 
no Peticular warrant alowing "it in « fmging- [of 
Pſalmes, Zo 4 

 4nſw.: It 15not a ſuppoſed, (but a m——_— 
tive precept that generally. forbiddeth all 'de- 
viſed helps and furtherancesin Gods worſhip, 
meanitig:helps' and furtherances deviſed by 


men withouti warrant fromthe word : For this 


1s indeed the proper true meaning of the (e- 
cond Commandement, as hath been ſhewed 
above: but we deny that ſet forms of Plalms 
recorded ityScripture as helps and furtherances: 
deviſcg by: men, but given hy the Holy Ghoſt; 
and though the tran{lation'of the Pſalms botlhvin 
Engliſand'm verſe, be by'men, yet not with- 
out warrant from the Holy Ghoſt, who hath 


commanded that the Word of God ſhould dwelt 
inus plehteoully,: teaching and admoniſhing 


oneanother in Pſalms and Hymnes, and ſpiritu- 


ab Songs, Coloſſi. 2. 16: who: hath alſo comman-' 
ded: that we ſhould fing with underſtanding; 
1 0&-x4;15. whichthe: people could not do to - 
their own underſtanding, orthe underſtanding ' 


oftheithrethren;if the Plalms- were not tran- 


ſlated/inth their! own mother tongue;” and” 
whewthetranflation doth fitly cxpreſſe the - 
ſenfe' ofthe originall Plalms 4awe have warrant 
alfo tomakeuſe of thetranfiation, though com-"" 
piled by ordinary men, as we ſeethe Apoſtles ' 
did many-times make uſe of the tranſlation of 
the Septuagmts,- provided the tranſlation be 


not.impoſcU upon us, as-that” was not upon 
CRSY them 


Goo duirtifencete) cpoe'thr" 3. | 


— 
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D1ſconrſe- of ſer forms of Prayer, 6x 
, | andthathliberty beflill left tocorre@ or reform 
whatſoever ſhall'be foundin thetranſlation to 
fwerveſrom the true meaning and juſt weight 
of the originall Scripture; beſides, it hath been 
| fhewed above, (in opening the meaning of 
the ſecond Commandement) that though the 
negative precept forbid all helps and means of 
Gods worlhip deviſed by men without war- 
rant from the” word : yet not the help of 
Tongues and Art, which not the wit and will 
of man, but the wiſdom of God hath provided 
 asneceſfary helps for the furtherance of ſundry 
_ parts of Gads worthip. | 
| - The Scriptures cannet be tranſlated into our 
Mother Tongue, without the help of Grammer, 

- Nor the Pſalms into verſe and metre without 
| the help of Poetry, nor ſung without the help 
of Muſick ( naturall Muſick at the leaft) and 
therefore theſe kinds of helps we make uſe of, 
as not being means of worſhip deviſed, or ſug- 
geſted by the wit or will of man,but as they are 
indeed prepated and ordained ( according to 
the light ofnature by God:And ſo not falling 
under the generall negative precept which 
forbiddeth all humane Inventions, and In- 
jun&tions in the worſhip of God. 

\* Diſc. Now whether the pretended neceſſity of a 
: | ſet form, ſhould exempt from the generall negative 
| precept, forbidding deviſed formes, or from tha af- 
| | firmative precept of ſmging P,almes let them judge 
tho put the Exception. 

Anſw. We doubt not to judee it ſafe to obey 

the affirmative precept of ſinging Pfalms, ” A 

, 1k 


62 - Advertiſments wpan_the | 
ſet form of words though tranſlated \into Eng- . 
liſh, and into verſe by men, becauſe ſet Pſalms 
are ordained of God, and their tranſlation in- 
£0 Engliſh verſe is neceſſarily implyed and wars» 
ranted by God himſeli:. And yet neverthe- 
lefſe we do not pretend any neceflity to ex- 
empt any ſuch-fet form from the generall nega- 
tive precept which falleth under the prohibiti- 
on of it 3 for theſe the negative precept did ne- 
ver intend to prohibit : Tou- need not therefore to 
wonder (as you do in the following words) why 
futh a neceſſity (as hath been opened) of a ſet de-. 
wiſed. form of ſinging ſhould excuſe a;ſet form of 
Pſalms,and yet not excuſe aſet form of prayer but ra- 
ther excuſe the people from joyning in it. 4 
Anſw. Becauſe there is-no neceflity at all of 
a deviſed ſet form of prayer unleſs it be through F 
the ſinfull defe& of the Miniſters gifts in Pray- | 
er, which is ſuch-a neceſſity; as Godabhorreth 
both it and the Miniſter for it 3 But the neceſſity 
of aset form of Pſalms is ſuch which God him- 
{cf hath put, for the' Celebration. of-that ſer- 
vice with one accord, both in heart and voyce; 
as hath been ſhewed, and therefore you 
might well have forborn that confident ex- 
preſſion. _ ET FO pager 
. Diſc. If Chriſtians ſhall not exempt. themſelves - 
fromthe ſlinted Prayers uſed in the Congregation) 
untill a materaall difference be ſhewed in theſe parti- 
c ulars,a nd that diftinion of Arbitrary, and necefſa+ 
ry, deviſed forms be approved by ſolid Reafons. and 
holy Scriptures,the world ſhall end(l am confident) 
before they ſhall ſeparate; 1 


For 
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Diſcoxr ſe of ſet forms of Prayer, 63 
For you ſce a material difference in theſe 
particulars, between the neceſſity ofa ſet form 
of Pſalms, and the neceſſity of a ſet forme 
of Prayer, The neceſſity of the one is from God's 
Ordinance, and therefore warrantable : The 
neceſſity of the other is ſrom mans Ignorance , 
and ſuch ignorance as maketh him unfit for the 
Miniſteriall Office, and therefore ſinfull. 

* Asfor the diftinion of Arbitrary and ne- 
ceſſary deviſed forms jri your ſence, we neither 
uſe it nor approve it ;. And therefore have no 
cauſe to bring either holy Scriptures or ſolid 
Reaſons for the proof of it : But. in that ſence 
wherein we uſe it, the diſtin&ion is ſo man ifeſt 
from what we have faid already, that we think 


'Þ your {elf will require no ſurther proof of it, 


A 


CHAP. V, 
Anſwering to the fourth Reaſon, 


Diſc. yo” fourth Reaſon may be thus contra- 
| ed, If the Spirit of God do work by 


 - means, and ifhe ſtir up good deſires, yet giveth not 


ability to expreſſe our deſires, in fit and fignificant 


words: Then it 4 lawful for 4 to uſe all godly means 
9.10 ſtirup the graces of God in ws : and to premeditate 


bow to utter oxr Requeſts, in ſuch a form and manner, 
as may beft ſerve for our quickning, and the edificati- 


on of others ; and ifthe uſe of a premeditazed form. of 
: me 


words 


64 Advertiſements upon the 
words in prayer do not ſtint the Spirit 3 a ſet form of 


Prayer cannot be injurious to the Spirit, grant the. 


one, the other will follow. ; 

Anſw. If the ſpeech be of publique prayer, 
the ſame fpirit that giveth the Miniſter ability 
to deliver a Sermon,in fit and (ignificanttearms, 
doth in like ſort give ability to expreſſe his de- 


fir-s m Prayer, in fit and ſignificant tearms : no” _ 


man is called of God to be a Minifter of his 
Church, but he is as well apt to Pray as apt to 
Preach 3 But if the ſpeech be of private perſons, 
It is true, many good ſouls have better deſires 
than utterance 3 In regard of which defeQ or 
without ſuch defc& we willingly condeſcend 
to you! It is lawfull, yea, and neceſſary to 
kim, to uſe aÞ godly means toſtir up the gra- 
ces of God in him, atid to premeditate how to 
utter nis requeſls in ſuch ſort as beſt ſerves for 
his own quickning, & the edification oſothers : 
But this we deny, that the uſing of a preſcript 
form of Prayer upon a book,deviſed and impo- 
ſed by one mat upon another to be uſed as 
their Prayer, is a godly means to ſtir up the 
Sraces of God in himſelfe, or to edific others ; 
For that which the Holy Ghoſt hath not ſanfti. 
fied in his Word for the ſtirring up of the gra- 
ces of God in a mans ſelf or others, that is not a 
godly means for ſuch ati end 3 But throughout 
the Scriptures we cannot find afiy where, that 
the Holy Ghoſt hath ſanEtified ſuch a means to 
ſuch. an end: And then it is but an Image, 
which will rather teach a form of godlinefſe, 
than edifie tothe power of it. | 

Dilc, 
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Diſcourſe of ſet forms of Prayer, 65 
-Diſe. Peradventure they would creep out by ſay- 
#ng the Spirit of God 5s our only helper in the time of 
Prayer, ſo that though at other times we might uſe 
helps to ſlir up the graces of the Spirit, yet not in 
time of prayer : But ths diſlin&ion 4 not found in 
Scripture,neither can be deduced by any ſoundreaſon 
from thence. The Spirit of God # at all times the 
fole mover, and enabler of s to pray, and the uſe of 
lawfull means, and ſuch as ſute with the nature of 
prayer, are dt no time unlawfull, as it is fit we me- 
flitate and read before we pray, jp it is lawfull in 
prayer to kneel and lift up our hands and eyes, to 
uſe the help of the voyce, and the benefit of a Chri- 
an friend to ſtir up affetion. Therefore we may. 


 iſpute for the lawfullneſſs of book, Prayer, thaw, i 
i TS to dias Ips in time of = 


the better to. ſtir up affeFions, then book. prayer is 
not to be condemned. | 
Anſtp. To 'crecp out, being a bortowed 

; Ta from worms 3 It being put upon us hol- 
eth us forthas worms, and not as men, yea, 


{| worſe than worms; ( Serpents; rather than 


Worms : ) That being c >mpaſſed in with truth; 
are willing to creep out by any evaſion, rather 
than to ſubmit to the. authority of the truth: 
Bnt let our reverend and godly brother, be 
intreated, not to deal ſuch meaſures to his Bre- - 
thren : Leaft the God and Father of us both, be 

difpleaſed and ſtir up others to returne like 


F' meaſure to you, heaped up, preſſed down, ſha- 


en together : our plain and ſimple Anſwer 
(without creeping or ſhifting) Is this, that it is 
lawfll to ufe any externall or ifiternall helps, 
| 8 2 einer 


66 _ Advertiſements upon the 
either before Prayer, to prepare - us for it', 
or in ey is to quicken, or inlarge, us.,in 
it, provid ed, they be ſuch means an helps 
as God hath ſan&ified to ſuchan end, at ſuch 
a time. Ro We ' 

As we readily grant the help of books and 
meditation, before Prayer, ſo we do grant alſo 
the help ofholy and reverent geftures in Pray- 
er, as bowing gown the knees, and lifting up of 
the hands. and eyes, and voyce, the preſence | 
and aſfiftance of a Chriſtian friend, for all theſe 
God hath ſanCtified, to help the inward affefti- 
ons of the heart in prayer,do but ſhew that God 
hath ſanQtified Book-prayers, impoſed upon us 
for our prayers, and that by the members of | 


other Congregations,and we will neither cr 
nor ſtart away :. But willingly bleſſe the Lor 
for his goodneſle to you in this caſe, (as well 
as in many others) like as Phinegs and. the Con- 
gregation of Iſrael bleſſed God ; for the Rube- 
nites and Gadites that were able to give ſo go 
an account of their aftions, beyond the expe- 


on of their cygrar] Ba "AN , 
Diſc. In prayer permed by a godly and well expe- 
rienced Cbyiſtian, the caſe of-q diſtreſſed ſoul may 
.more prbib and amply be deciphered and ,anatomi- 
zed then he o himſe e isableto do it; and infucha 
caſe to deny him bis lawfull help, is to take away 
the Crutch from the lame, and bread from the . 
hungry. = : 
Anſw. In as A _ clo meet with 
a prayer penne a godly and well experi- 
ENnce Chriſlian, and do find his own a | 
y 


— 
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* 


thily and amply deciphered and anatomized 
therein; we deny not but his heart and affeRti. 


- ons may go along withit, and ſay Amen toit: 


And thus far may find it a lawfull help to hun z 
but if you ſet apart ſuch a prayer to opport 
him as a crutch in his prayers(as without which 
he cannot walk fraight and upright in that du- 
ty) or if he that penned that prayer, or others 
that havereadit, do injoyn it upon him, and 
forbid htm to pray (eſpecially with others) un- 
lefſe he uſe that form, this inſtead of a crutch, 
will prove acudgell to break the bones of the 
Spirit in prayer, and forcehim to halt in wor- 
ſhipping God after the pp. of men 3 as 
it hath been ſaid before, ſo it may be again re- 
membred here ; a man may help his ſpirit 
in meditation of his mortallity, by behol- 
ding a dead mans ſcalp, caſt in his way by 
Gods providence 3 but if he {hould ſet a 

art a deaths head, or take it up as injoyned to 

im by others, never to meditate or conſerre 


| withothers about his mortality, and eſtate of 


another life, but in the ſight and uſe of the 
deaths head, fach a ſoul {hall find but a dead 
heart, and a dead devotion from ſuch a means 
of mortification ; if ſome forms of Prayer, eſpe- 
cially ſuch as gave occaſion to this Diſpute, do 
now ſeem to be as bread to the hungry, we ſay 
no more but this, then hungry ſouls will neyer 
be ſtarved, that never want ſtore of ſuch like 
bread as this is. 

Diſc. The a:nple and particular laying out of our 


neceſſities goth eaſe the heart, and move affetions, 


E 3 F and 


68 Advertiſements upon the © 
and when thy may be hettey dong by the help of & 
Book in prayer then of onr ſelves, it # ſenſeleſs to 
accuſe the uſe hereof, as a lip-labour,and a quenching 
of the ſpirit 3 hs ſtinteth not the Spirit th 
to blow the coals of grace, (5c. 
Anſw, It is true, he ſtinteth not the Spirit, nor 
yencheth him ; that uſeth any means fanQi- 
fed by the Spirit to blow the coals of grace; 
but this we deny, that a ſtinted form of prayer 
upon a book, deviſed by men, and enjoyned to 


at labouys * 


be uſed as the prayers of a Chriſtian ſoul, isa - | 


means ſan&tified by the Spirit to blow the coals 
ofhis grace 3 or that the repeating of ſuch a ſet 
form of Prayer, though ample and particular in 
laying out his neceſſities , will eaſe his heart, 
or move his afe&ions according to God 3; God _ 
doth not delight ordinarily to breath in the 
 Mafterly injun&ions of brethren upon bre- 
thren , or ofone Congregation upon another, 
eſpecially in ſuch things whereof we have 
neither precept nor preſident in the Word. 

' Diſc. He doth not ſubſtitute hy Chriftian friend, 


in the place ofthe word, and Spirit, who not able to © 


lift up hz ſoul to God, by reaſon of ſtraightneſſs of 
heart, and grievaws preſſure, doth crave ha help and } 
aſſiſtance in prayer, and may not a godly Book ſup- 
ply the ant of a Chriſtian companion ? 

Anſw. It is an ordinance of God, to crave 
the help of the Prayers of our brethren, and to 
 Joyn with them 3 ſhew the like warrant for 
Prayer upon a book, preſcribed to us, and then 
we will grant a godly book may ſupply even 
n this caſe the lacke of a Chriſtian gs peers | 

Tt | ; 


 flinted 
| fiition : To ſay the latter is to offond againſi common 
\ Exppertence ? | 
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1 1fa Miniſter be not able to preach by reaſon of 


the ſtraightneſſe ofhis heart, and prievous prel- 
ſure, he may get his Chriſtian friend to preach 
for him; but he may not make uſe ofa godly 
homily enjoyned to him by others, to ſupply 
the lack of a Chriſhan friend, - 

Di'c. Why ſhouldit be a fin to read or pronounce 
4 godly form of Prayer , is it for that it is read and 
pronounced, or m_ a man cannot liſt up his heart 
in faith unto God, when he utereth hs requeſts in g 
form of words 3 toafſigne the former,js ſuper - 


Anſw. We do not fay it is ain to read or pro» 
nounce a godly form of Prayer 3 but to read a 
ſorm of Prayer deviſed by others, and to ſet it. 
apart to read, being deviſed by others enjoy- 
ned to me as my Prayer 3 This is (in, not becauſe 
it is pronounced, for all publique Prayer is pro- 


. nounced ; nor alwayes in private, becauſe it 
' tsread; for (as hath been ſaid) a man nay Io 
OMe 


along inhis ſpirit, and be affc&ed with 


+ Prayer, which occaſionally he readeth , and 


may lift up his own heart in it to the Lord ; but 


| afinitis, as it is ſet apart by himſelfe ſor his 


Prayer; or as it is ſo enjoyned to himby others; 
and in publique it is of (in, both becauſe it is 
read, as the Prayer of the Church (and ſo ano- 
ther book brought into the Church beſides 
Gods Book) And becaule it ts deviſed, not by 
rhe giſt of Gods Spirit in themſelves, but in 
others, and alſo hecauſe by other it is preſcri- 
bed or enjoyned to be read, as the ſervice,and 

E 4 WOtr 


wor{ſhi | 

' notfindthat ever God gave warrant either for 
the offering up of read Prayers to God, as the 
| _ ordinary prayers ofthe Church 3 and leaſt of 
; all for Prayers preſcribed and'enjoyned by one 

Church unto another. . : * | 

It is ſo far off from ſuperſtition to affirm this, 
that we look at it asa ſuperſtition to deny it; 
for to ſpeak of ſuperſtition according to the 
true nature of it (and not according to the old 
Etymologic) If ſuperſtition be cultzs ſupra fhaty- 
tum, there. 1s none ofa!! theſe kinds, whether 
asread upon a book in the Congregation, for 
their ordinary Prayersz or deviſed by men of 
other Congregations for that. endz oras impo- 


{ed upon us by.them : but they are all oſthem, 


and each one of them, cultzs ſupra ftatutum, 
worlhips and helps, and forms of . worſhi 
which never came into Gods heart to allow, for 
his ſtatute and worſhip. 
 Difc. Will any man 06328, that vead prayer is not 
Gods Ordinance ? I: hath been anſwered already, 
that prayer is the ordinance of God 3 but whethes 
our prayers be onely conceived in heart, or uttered by 
words, Thether in our own, or other words ; mhe- 
ther by pronouncing or reading, that is not appointed; 
when ſpake he one word of prayer within Book, or 
without, in this or that form of words ? -f 
Anſw.Reply hath been made hereto beſorezas 
Prayer is an Ordinance of God, fo are all the 
lawful helps and means and forms of Prayer 
God hath plainly expreſſed his allowance of. 


Prayer conceivedin the heart, and of prayey, | 


uttered 


; A, C371% 1 eneyt f #06; 'T t | þ 4 Po n I ", 
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of Godin another Church: For we do 1 » 


= 
| 


JF  uttered,and pronounced by words bothin our 
| own words, and/in the words of others, whom 


God calleth to be our mouths in the preſent af- 
ſembly : but of ſet forms of read prayex deviſed 
by men ofanother Congregation, and preſcri- 
bed and impoſed upon others it may. juſtly be 


demanded, when did God ſpeak one word of 


them? And therefore, what have we to do 


with them ? If it he ſaid as God never ſpake 
word of reading Prayer within book, ſo never 
did he ſpeak word af pronouncing Prayer 
without Book; the Text doth plainly enough 
expxeſſe the contraty 3 for the Word of God 
ſpeaketh expreſſcly ,- that Chrift lift up his 
eyes to Heaven in Prayer, - Fohn17. 1.: 8& 11. 
41, ſo did David, Pſalm 123. 1. and God hath in- 
praffed it in the heatts ofall his people, to ex- 
preſſe the lifting up' of their ſouls, their faith 
and hope, and deſires to God)by lifting up their 
eyes ſtedfafily to Heaven in Prayer, yea, God 


\ hathingraffed itin the hearts of all men, and 


even put ſome kind of inflin& intoall Hying 
creatures, to lift up their eyes to Heaven for 
what they want, Pſal. 145. is. Now, if the hif- 
ting up ofthe eyes to Heaven in Prayer deex- 
preſly mentioned in the Word, then how can 


; it betruly ſaid, that God never ſpake word of 


Prayer without Book ? for they that lift up 
their eyes ſtedfaſtly to Heaven in' Prayer, 
cannot (without ſome diſtraQtions) caſt them 
down in Prayer upon a book, it litting up of 
the eyes to Heaven in Prayer, be a divine Inſti- 
tution (as the Diſcourſe ſaid even now) ifit be 
W—- DN I DES 
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irit in Prayer) then it is againſt} the Inſtituti- 
pan end, derance to Prayer, inſtead ofan 
help, to ſet a mans ſelf or others, a form of 
read Prayers, wherein whilefthe is reading he 
muſt uſually caſt down his eyes upon a Book. 


CHAP, VI. 


Terding to give Anſwer unto the 
fifth Reaſon, 


Diſc. - Here there # no breach of Law, thera 


4 noſm: But.the uſ? of a preſerips 


form of Prayer # no breach of Law, or of any Com- 
anandement of God. | | 

Auſt; \t hath been ſhewed above that it's a 
breach of the ſecond Commandement more 


wayesthan one, to deviſe and uſe a {imilitude 
form, :and means of worſhip, which God -- 
never appointed, and fuch is the reading ol a . 


ſer of Prayer, for-the Prayers of the 
re, 

2. It isan uſurpation of more than Prophe- 
ticall, or Apoſtolicall authority, to preſcribe a 
ſet form of Lyturgie, to the Churches, and a 
greater uſurpation for one Congregation to 
20a the ſame to another, which 5 -a ſin 


thagainſt the ſecond and fifth Commande- 


ments. 3 


Wie femens pos the 
anexternall means tohelp the affeftion ofthe } 


| Diſcourſe of ſer forms of Prayer, 7; 
3- It is a {infull and diſloyall betraying of the 

fouls of Magiſtrates to countenance Ur n- 
truding ſuch preſcript forms of Prayer, u 
Churches, by taking up'the ſame forms from 
- them, which they have not authority from God 
to injoyne, and ſtifly to plead for them, a ſin 
forbidden in the fifth and ſixth Commande- 
ments. 
- 4+» It is a finfull betraying of Chriſtian Liber- 
ty, which Chriſt hath purchaſed to every 
Church of his by his precious blood; For one 
Church voluntarily to take up the InjunQions 
| andpreſcriptions of another, contrary to Col. 
\ 24 20, 22. Which argument may be applyed 
another way, by a Teſtimony from the book of 
Common-Prayec, Gods Service is perfe&t Free- 
dome, but the reading of a {et form of Prayer 
deviſed, and preſcribed by others is not perfe& 
freedome (for many would be right glad to be 
freed from itthercfore ſuch reading ofprayers 
15 not Gods ſervice. 

5. It isa ſinfull breach ofthe rule of decency, 
to offer up prayers to God in ſuch a form, as 
cannot well ſtand with that decent geſture 
which is moſt ſutable to Prayer, It is ageſture 
| moſt ſutable to Prayer 3 to lift it up to God as 
| with hearts and hands, ſo with eyes ftedfaſtly 
- lift up to Heaven: But this geſture cannot fitly, 
and ſtedfaſtly be uſed, in read Prayer, where 
4 the ages muſt be uſually caſt down upon the 

Book. FT 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, VII. 


Whereis Anſwer 1s returned to the 
frexth Reaſon. 


Diſc. } Fa ſet form of prayer be diſallowed, then a 
wog? prefeript form of Catchiſne and Confeſſion 
pe a of necelſity be condemned 3 but how abſurd tha 
& he 4 very blind, or willfull that ſeeth not, the ns- 
celſty, antiquity and excelency of catechiſmg, a 
Anown to them that know eny thing, touching ths 
building and governing the Houſe of God. *' | 
Anſw. Touching ſet forms of Catechiſme, we 
have anſwered twice before in clearing ſome 
objetions againſt the firſt Reaſon : whereto 
werefer you, it hath been already ſhewed us, 
that God himſelſe hath ſet before us ſundry 
forms of Catechiſme. Davids Catechiſme was 
of one form, Pſal. 34.11, 12, 12, 14. Solomons 
ofanother, Prov. 4. The Apoſtles of another, 
Heb. 6.2. Yea, the Ap»/iles name the heads of 
their Catechiſme, but neither propound the 
ueſtions, nor anſwers them in'uſe, An evi- 
x jr Argument they never meant to bind 
Churches to ſet forms of Catechiſme : The ex-_ 
cellent and neceſſary uſe of catechizing youn 
men, and novices (as hath been ſaid before) 
we willingly acknowledee : But little benefit 
have we ſeen reaped from ſet forms of queſti- 
Mn Tow 77."008 


ons, and anſivers deviſed by one Church, and 
" | impoſed by neceſſity upon another : They muſt 
look at them with coloured SpeRacles,that can 
diſcern them : The like may be ſaid of forms of 
Confeffions, when a Church is ſuſpe&ed and 
ſlandered with corrupt and unſound Doctrine, 
they have a call froha"God, to ſet forth a pub- 
lique confeſſion oftheir faith. But to preſcribe 
the ſame as the confeſſion of the faith of that 
Churchto their poſterity, or to. preſcribe the 
confeffion of one Church to be a form, and pat- 
texn unto others, {ad experience hath ſhewed 
what a ſnare it hath been to both, nothing in 
ages muſt be held for a doQrine of the 


- 
_ —_— 


| unleſſe it were found amongſt the Articles of 
Religion agreed upen by theix fathers, in the 
| contcflion of their Faith, IS 


Po Dir of {ot forme of Proper, 75 | 


(though never o neceſſary a truth). 
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-, CHAP, VI. -- I 


nh" | ; 7 of 
Gwving _ Fo _ ſeaventh |& 


Diſc. JT s kawfull to acke common Bleſſings o Got } is 

I day a ſet form of ering th Its |} c 
not unlawfull to aſe a ſer form of Prayerzand iſto pro- | | 
nounce it, toread it alſo: for reading of it [700 1 
not impure, as pronouncing cennot make an evill | © 
matter good, no more can reading make a good mat- 
ter evill, pronotncing and reading being Adjunts in |} : 
prayer both indifferent. : 


Anſw. Firſt, the Queſtion with us 15 not ſo* 
much about ſet forms ot prayer in generall, as 
about ſet forms of Prayer deviſed by men of 
other Churches, precſribed,and injoyned to be 
read as the Prayers ofthe Church, or deviſed 

y one Chriſtian, and ſet apart by another, as - 
his prayers, to which this Argument reacheth 
_ Not, 
 Thovgh we do not deny it to be altogether 
unlawfull to ſeck common bleſſings of God dai- 
ly ina ſet form of words,yet we wouldnot en- 
courage men to reſt and content themſelves in 
To doing,much leſſe to bind themſelves fo to do: 
For beſides that, a daily ſet form will eaſily de- 
generate toa formallity, how can a Chriſtan 
be ſaidto watch unto prayer ( which we are 

| commanded 


| 


i 
/ 
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commanded to do, Eph..6. 18. ) If we-cogtent 
our ſelves with the fame ſet form ofprayer,this 
year, as thelaſt: Beſides, the common daily 

leflings, which the Diſcourſer inflanceth in as 
faith, patience, meeknefle, love, ſanCtification 
of Zods name. - Coming of Chrifts' Kingdome, 
the ſlate of theſe things doth ever and anon va- 
ry, andto bind a mans ſelfe daily to a ſet form 
of prayer, for ſuch things as the ſtate whereof 
is ſo daily varied, will bring in a looſe and In- 
congruous kind of prayers, fit only for theſe, 
that do not diſcern, or are not affeted withthe 
pre ſent ſtate ofthings, cither in themſelves, or 
others, 


When it is ſaid, if it be 1awfull topronounce = 


a fet form of prayer, then to read itz If the 
rieaning be to read it, for a prayer, the conſe- 
uence 15not firm, for though (as the Diſcourſer 
1aith) the reading of prayer is not impure : Yet 


' the praying of read prayers is the uſing of ſuch 


a Crutch to pray (as he ſpeaketh) which God 
hath not appointed, and that maketh ſuch read- 


|  Ingimpure: And though pronouncing can- 


not make an evill matter good,nor ſimply read- 
ing make a good matter eyill, yet reading to 
ſuch an end, reading a ſet form of prayer, pfe- 
ſcribed to me for my prayer; maketh to me x 


/ Will-worſhip of that which he that concei- 


þ 


ved the prayer might lawfully have pronoun- 
ced. £4 
The pronouncing ofa good Sermon by him 
that made it, is a good and acceptable ſervice 
to God, and his Church : But to read a Sermon 
| us 


- 
nw. ene. tag. 
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T8 - Advertiſments. #pon the. WF 
as my preaching, which was made by anothet; Se4. : 
maketh it rieither ſo acceptable to God, nor 'to'Thme 
his Church, yea the reading ofa mans own Ser - Rina 
mon inſtead of preaching will much detra& Sui 
from the life and power of it,” and make a mann Ted: 
of God unſerviceable for his place : Though & 

ing and pronouncing of a thing, be both of Th; 
themadjuntts, and common adjun&s too, to: 
"that which is pronounced or read, yet accor- thucl 
ding tothe .ends and ſubjeQts, ro which they ſſhri 
may be applyed, the one may be lawfull, the-Shras 
other not indifferent but ſinfull, the reading of h. 
aScrmon for preaching, is a finfull mariner of Þ 
preaching; The difference will ever hold be-. | 
tween the word read, and preached: They 
are two diſtint Ordinances, ” | 
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CHAP. IX. 


eAnſwering unts the erght Reaſon. 


Fr Jewes before the coming of Chriſt -uſed a WF; 
4 preſcript jrngies (as1t 1s probable,and KF. 
the learned note ) in the celebration ofthe Pafſ-" 
over , and that which they uſ-d (as is very pro-. 
bable) was approved by Chriſt himſelf. W_ \ 
- Anſw, That the Fewes before the coming of 
Chriſt,did uſe certain Rites in keeping the Paſſ- Þ, 
over, It doth appear by the Teſtimonies ale, ET 
\ 


T Diſconrſe of ſet forms of, Prayer. 79 
Yd, a5 alſo by Cauſabon, and others : And that- 
Sme forms of Prayer they uſed, accor- 
Ying as the ſeverall paſſages of the Paſſcover 
Fpquired: But it doth not ar all appear that they 
cd any ſet forms of Prayer, but onely to that 
And the like effect, and that not by Preſcript or 
SjunQionfrom 'one-to another, but leaving 
Yrery father ofa faunily at his liberty therein 
Ach lefſe will it appear that our Lord Jeſus 
rift, took up any fet forms of Prayer by their 
Sample and leaft of all from their Injundti- 
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CHAP. X. 


Gruing Anſwer 'to the ninth 
Reaſos. 


. Wc. AE the reformed Chinches at tha day; 
1 4A donotonly tolerate, but approve aſet 
| b fr of Liturpie, Oc. | | 
 $$4/w. We count it a fafe courſe to bewail 
, Wir own fins and the fins ofour fathers,where- 
""Yw©< have polluted the holy things of God, 
""Þre or lefſe ;-rather than to juſtifie our own 
, Werations from the rul= by their preſidents 3 
", Feat cauſe we have to bleiſe the Lord for the 
" Feat light which the' inftruments'whotn God 
Sd in reforming all. . Proteſtant Churches 
T F brought 


| "OM F 
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20 I Hd vertifements'upou, the PB 
broughtintothe dark world, and: leſt. belin 
themz” and yetit is weltknown in ſome thing” 
 orother, all of them, more or leſſe failed : an} 
it is more. wogder they ſhould ſee ſo mug 
truth out of the midſt of darkrlefſe, then tha 
they who ſaw ſo much;ſliould fail in any thing 
but whereinſoever they failed .the generation 
that have come aſter them, have- too cloſe 
and ungodly.ftuck to tneir examples,. yea, and} 
have been more zealous 'in the defence they - 
of, than have ſought to perſe& what they 
defeQivez'yet this we may truly affirm, ' thai 
we know none of all the reformed forraig 
Churches that dopreſcribe a ſet form of Pray 
er with neceſſity to be obſerveds but lean / 
their Miniſter at liberty to uſe the ſame, or ſox 
other formto the like effe& at their own 
retion, which taketh off a great part offinll 
and burthen ot ſet forms 3: God knoweth how 
to paſſe by the remnant of miquity of the tranlif 
preſſion of them that ſeek him in truth,althoy 
all the high places be not taken away, 2 Chr 
15. 17% The Lord did not fo look'at their hight - 
places; as torejeft his people for Idolaters 4 
+  Superſtitious Perſons, when they ſought high 
 M(truth of heart.) though in high ces 3 nat 
ther yet would he juſtific their high places © 
after Ages, by theexample and authority y 
their Anceſtors: farre bet from us to eenfunl, - 
the preſent Churches of obftinacy, who hal# 
perſted in the preſidents teft by oue holy 2nc 
ors, thoſe firſt reformed 3 yet neither mallf_- 
we be ſo unfaithfull as to fowe Pilowes undayt - 


$5 = 


WE mrcernert ts ng 
$.  : knowethnot they have all been more Qudious 
: and tenacious of what form the deQrine and 


- worlhip, and diſcipline was leſt unto them, 
then inquiſitiveaſter farther light, yea, ſome- 
times more inclinable to look back into Kgypr; 
than tohaften towards Canaan; it is true, we 
-have cauſe to ſuſpe&t our ſelves oferror, ra; 


"S  therthan ſo many glorious lights oſformer and 
B -preſent times {to wit Y if our faith were built 


upon our {clves, we ſhould prefer their judge- 
ments and teſtimony before our own. 3 Pe 
ſeeing 'our faith reſteth _—_— the word of 
the Lord, and his Spirit hing therein, 


- arid the Word hath promifed more' and/more 
light ſhall. break forth in theſe times, til Antr- 
chriff be utterly conſumed and aboliſhed; we 


' 


ſhall againſt the Grace and Word of truth if 
i preſent or former ages. 

= + Diſc. Be that all the Churches may erre in this, 
= - fat Thope nd moderate man can cenſure them ; {conn 
; ſhew- 


-nacy, as men yiot willing 10- conſent to tbetrut 


WF weconfine ourtruth, either to the Divities of 


. 


$ _ ed andmanifefted;hory then edmerh it to paſſe, that . 


8 - tonc ofthem hitherto have ſubſcribed to thi vpini- 
31 - 91; and. to- the prafiice of our brethren of the Se- 
SS purdtion ? "The * true Churches of God cannot errs 


$. | warn imentdlly, nor ob/tinately againſt knowledge 3 
08 Put how c.m they be freed from one of theſe, ok 
xs ©ppofires themſelves judge. WES n: 

" Fa | fs 
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the reading of deviſe 
. a fundamental] error £ howbeit any error or 


$2 - Advertiſements upon the * 
Anfw, Though we do not. believe ( ns you 
do) that the: true Churches of Chriſt cannot 
erre fundamentally, but doe: conceive- for a 
time they may -(as the Church of Iſrael in the 
golden Calfe, and afterwards more dange- 

rouſly in the crucifying of Chriſt, and many 
Chriſtian Churches almoſt all , in that time, 
when Hierome  complaineth the whole world 
was become an Arian ) is we donot lookat 
preſcript forms, * as 


{in perſiſted in againſt light, will in time argue 
an unſound and corrupt heart in the bottom. ' 


And although we dare not excuſe ttue Chur- 
ches (as you do) from puſlibility of obſtinacy, 


at leaftin ſome degree (for we ſee Moſes and 
the Prophets often taxing the Church of Iſrael 
of rebellion and obflinacy, Deut. 31, 27. Jer. 
22. 21. Exch, 3.7.) yet we dare not think that 
the Churches oſ Chriſt do fin ofobſtinacy(eſpe- . | 
cially of reigning obſtinacy) in this caſe 3. For 
many of them never ſaw the grounds, as have 
born witneſle againſt ſet and preſcript om 
forms of Prayer; and thoſe that have ſe 

their grounds,kave not been convinced of the. 


. ſolidity of them 3 and therefore may niot be: 


charged with obſtinacy, till aſter they have. 
been convict of Snake herein, and yet perſiſt 
herein againſt light of conſcience, which 
God forbid. | / 


/ 
Tha Reaſon ( from the judgement and pra- 
Jice of other Churches) bath bow wont to be of 
25 \ greas 


9 


Pijeourſe of [et-forms of Vrayer, $7 
great force in former timzs ;, otherwiſe the Apoſils 
would never ann alledged the praftiſe and conſent 
Cw Churches to confirm the faithfull, and to ſtop 
the mouths of the contentiows , Adts 15. 22. 28. 
x Cor, Ht. 16. and 14. 34. 


Anſw. The Argument from the praQtice 
1 and judgement of Churches, was of greater 
1 force inthe Apoſtles time than ever.fince : the 
eſtate of the Churches as then remained ranquam 
intemerate virgo, whileſt the Apoſtles and the 
Apoſtolique men lived; men that could not 
erre themſelvesz and were more watchful! 
and zealous than to ſuffer any error to get head 
in any ofthe Churches ; but let them that preſs 
the like argument now , let them ſhew us the 
like infallibillity , vigilancy and zeal, of: the 
uides of the Churches in theſe dayes; and we 

all readily captivate our own. judgements to 
ſuch divine teſtimony : otherwiſe; the judge- 
4} mentofChurches now, being but humane te- 
4 Qimony (unleſſe it might appear grounded in 
Scripture warrant) we enly hearken thus far. 
to an Argument taken from the Charches, as 
ceverently and meekly toattend to it7 and Kit 
| diſſent from Scripture, yer Gill to bear with 
'$ meekneſſe and patience, and brotherly. love, 

any failing which is found in them;  buc not 
; therefare to approve and juſtific ail their pro« 


ceedings. | | 
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Tarching the other Queſtion of the 
peoples) Joywing Fr prayer with the 


IS FE, of a deviſed preferipe. wg 


Larurgia; | 


f 


21nally, ; your Diſcourſe cemarh doug” to 

-make'-good a third aſſertion, which you 
had at firftmade a Pons ofthe ons of the Uueſi 
on,towit, '. 


$a T es though ir were a boy the 
MAhnifterst0-uſs a'preſcript 'form of prayer 3 yet no« 
reaſon'can be ſhewed,” why at ſhould be uwnparran- 


tabls for the people to be EZ at Tub. Prayers 
and affonblize, 


"nſw. We conceive that good reaforrniay 
be fhewed. - Why, if it-be unlawful for the 
Miniſter: to pray upon a book, a deviſed and 
prefcript form ofprayes* it" is "untawfoll like- 
wiſe forthe people ſo to be'preſent at it, as 
to joyn with it, orſeem to joyn with it.” 


* Our firſt reaſon is taken from the unity of 
the Church, ifthe Officers or Miniſters, and gl 
tRe 


F a 


© 


} themembers of 


1 the Miniſter of the Church openly committed -. 


| in the publique worſhip of God, is the ſin, of 
them all that do joyne with him, and do not. 
bear witneſſe againſt his ſinne according to 


A ſecond Reaſon may be taken frojn' the 
aQKneſſe of Gods worſhip , and com- 
| munion which all the members in the Church 
| haveinit; all the worſhip of God inthe Chur: 
ches of Chrift, is put up to God, as well by the 
| people as by the Miniſters «ola fy with one 
4 accord, ASs 1.14. The Prayer ofthe Miniſter 
is the Prayer of them; the matter of bis prayer 
is the matter of-all their prayers; the form of 
F hisprayer (1 ſpeak of the externall form, which 
isthat whereinthey canjoyn) 4s the-form of 
 } them; ifthenithe unlawfull for the Miniſter 
1 topray upon abook, a deyiſed preſctipt -form - 
| ofprayer: itis alike unlawfull for the people 
to joyn with him. FA Sd 


Diſc. The people are commanded to examine 
themſelves before they draw nigh unto the preſence 
4 ofGod, but not to examine whether the Miniſters 
j pray in one form or other. | 


Anſrw, The members of the Church are not 
$ indeed to examine the fecret fins ofany but 
' themſelves, but the open ſins of any of their | 

I brethren, they ought to aUmoaiſh one _ 
| v 4 ther 


o7 } 4 ”: ' y £ v4 ©: ah "REN 
urch be'one body, (ﬆ +... 
they are ſaid to be, 1 Cor. 10,19.) the ſinne of . ' 


bf peat with holy watch- 'Þ 
es of 0ne another, elſe-theſin i} 
ÞL one 4 cometh the ſigand plague of all Þ 


\ Diſc... If the Miniſter pray coldly, (as they -ſay all 
 yeading 0 {tinted forms maketh but cold prayey't.a Þ 
drawing nigh to God with the lips ; when the } 

. beort. « ſapſion bm.) yot thy 4. the fault of 'the | 
 Winiſter only, not of all thet ave ſens, for ſuch } 

widy be the NViniſtersfault topray coldly, even in a 

conceived forme.” 


" I 


z - 


_ nſw. Firſt, We donotfay (for our parts ) | 
that -all-praying. upon a book or. inſtituted | 
forms, 1s.'but. cold prayer, becauſe-God may Þ] 
- pardon the ignorance of his people, 'and ac- } 
- ' cept the ſincerity of their hearts, help them | 
with ſome ſpirituall afleftions, even in \fuch | 
= prayers , howbeit, a form of prayer not allow- 
ed of God will not (ofit ſelf) affe&t the heart 
| "with heavenly warmth, neither do we ſay that 
he. the coldnefſle of the Minifters heart in prayer, 
; If it ſpring from the inward corruption ofhis 
| "3 gwn ſpirit, doth wrapthe people into the fel- |] 
S lJowſhip of the ſame ſinne, de ſecrets non Fudicar | 
1: | Feelefia,nox is.it defiled by the tollegation of fe- | 
5 cret ſins in others. Aj 


; pers, 
4 « 


- But ifthe people be convinced, that the rea- 
ding of prayer upon abook preſcribed to them 
by man, isa fin againſt the ſecond Commande- F 
ment, and, fo, no- true help or means of Gods . | 
ET... ; worſhip, : 


F 


+. not” only of the ; the prope of thoſe forms- 
4 of Prayer, but alſo of the coldne(s' of the: Mi- 
 _ hiſters heart therein, -if they wiliegy, oo 
oi that which corrupteth and' c00 

Pirit, * 


Diſc. ColdneſÞs : .end; bp: WERY if prayer FP 
belped: with Separation', - but by ' joyning the in- 
ward affetions 0 Om the ourryard: Cots 
Vice, 


Anſw, True, if the: coldneſſe; foring onely: 
from the corruption 6f the Miniſters heart,/and 
not fromthe unſanQified means 'andhelpl 
help of Prayer which he uſeth, to wit, a pre- 
_ t form of rty wo ; butasno mancan 


his h from fin, ' that: removeth riot. 


pay all out accaſions of ſuch ſin;asmuch 
as in him lyeth, from himſelf and others, ſono 
man can be freed from the-guilt'of fach cold- 


_neſſe-as the Miniſter and t fot con- . * 


tract by the cuſtomary uſe of ſich deviſed pre- 


ſcript forms of Prayer, if he do not-fomuchas = 


- hithlyeth remove ſuch occaſions of evil from 
them. 


Diſc. The Fewes uſed a Fr FR of yayer 
{or Litugie) in the Synagogues, at the celebration 
of the Paſſcover, before the dayes of our Saviour 
Chriſt; yet Chrift never perſwadsd the. þeople 10 
s ſent the mſelvzs, nor did be owaabibins —__ 
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reſorted 


; F Ns: Fans KadkatehAN W_ 
; ok then the people ſhalt be guilty, 2 
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"32" P y os S50S; | E088 11 sf ; O05 bis ” 


a fo their Synagogue, end the Tample 3 dit 


. 
- 


rofortod Temple F 
os his Apoftles after his aſcenſion; "*; Þ 

Anſw, Of the Jewiſh forms of Prayer, we |} ©© 
haye ſpoken before, And have juflly denied J Pr 
that they took up any. book prayers,deviſed by _ | * 
others pr=ſcribed to them 3 and therefore no. 4 


marvel! if neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles with- Þ - 
drew themſelves fromthem; feerng the out- |] * 
ward ficeofalminiftrations, wasonly of Gods | © 
di [not ofthe inventions of men, at *' Py 
theleaſtſo farre as not to draw them intofel: | 
lowſhip or ren with _ —_ | on Fx 
corruptions amongſtthem, both in do- 
Arne and worlhip Chriſt and his Apoſtles did | /® 
freely bear witnelle againfl,both tothemſclyes, E 


andthe people, 
**Dilc. It # not laryfull to ſeparate from the Chuy- 

ehes or affemblies of the Saints, inzhoſe fellowſhip | þ 
we tnay ferve God with an holy worſhip, and believe | ©" 
#1 him with an holy faith ; for if a prayer conceived | uy 
4 mzhe heave and uttered with thewoire bs « pure it 
= fervice of God, the ſame rea4 upon a b30k , becometh 


novinpureto them that hear it with holy affeti- | 1. 

| 'J* An 

Anſw. We do not ſeparate from the Church | - 

|  andaſſemblyoſthe'Saints, but willingly joyn | 


with you-m every part of your holy worſhip ; . | 
and every dofnineofyyur hol faith only bo 
we withdraw our ſelves from fuch parts of F he 
| your adminiſtrations, wherein we cannot | 

| "ISPS Joyn 
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Ter farmee « Fr; ajer, 0 
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| ad, ater 


Diſc. Laſity, The Series. _ PET . 

| finned FP incorrupting] the Law with their 

| Rilſegh:ſes, and defiling the orſhip of God with 
their own mnvventions s' nevertheleſſe, the  Jaitbfall 

$ betd f-lowfhip and communion with them in the 

} warſhip of Godz and that by the approbation of the. 

Priphits and of Chriſt himſelf ; but ſurely the 

| bealth of the Church is more crazed by ſuch great 

] infirmittes, than by the onely toleration and uſe of 8. 


preſcript form of Mayes 


Anſw. - The ſubſtance of this obje&tion hath 

| bect anſwered even now 3 the- faithfult did; 
+ and might lawfully joyn in worlkiping God in 
| his own Ordinances, notwithſlanding the ac- 
cidentall pollution which the Scribes and Pha- 
' riſees brought in,both in doQrine and worſhips . 
- for corruptions in doQrine do not draw the 
Þ hearers into fellowſhip of the ſame faith: if they 
F beware of the leaven of ſuch doQrine,and bear 
 witneſſe againſtit 7in time and place according 
| to 
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\ watd adminiſtrations of pubtiqus of 
cially in Ha fins 4 vw cj 
} les was fered up together with one. ac. 
x&3 ut there' is not the like reaſon of pub 
: yer, wherein both Miniſter rg < 


$.-+ 4 


man. v 


 2dminiſtration ofthe Miniſter is cis fin of wY 
the people that Jjoyn with him. The Log ww 
zheartsto deny ou wa, paſtels. loſe 

| toleadux on 


lelight tobe mariful hs, in ur | 
'6ns, Ek Holy: Names faksin Ter Giri,” 
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